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The Impossible 


By Sally Neill Roach 


And Jesus looking upon them said to them, With men this is 
impossible ; but with God all thing’ are possible.— Matt. 19 : 26 


EAR LORD, thou knowest the things I plead 
to-day— 
These things that press me in this testing hour; 
These things impossible to finite power ; 
In helplessness about these things I pray. 
And I would unto thee commit the way! 
Behold the Fiend who mocks with angry glower, 
The while I plead thy promises’ full power, 
And on thy strength omnipotent I stay. 
For, Lord, “all things are possible ’’ to thee ; 
And all must yield at word of thy command. 
In this I would now know thy work in me; 
Fenced in thy wisdom, power, and love I stand; 
And in the vict’ry which thine own shall be 
My answer I receive from thine own hand. 











Glory in the Bricks 

God’s will always glorifies God. Therefore the 
man who is doing God’s will brings glory to God,— 
no matter what he is doing. Sharpening a lead pen- 
cil, or wiping dishes in the kitchen as his wife washes 
them, is as much to God’s glory as saving a soul—if 
God is in charge. A letter from Dan Crawford in 
Africa, last summer, said: “Mr. Last is the champion 
brick builder of all Africa, and Jesus Christ gets 
great glory out of every brick he lays square and 
true. His mud-bespattered face told the tale that 
he was just finishing the new dispensary for his 
brother-in-law, Dr. Julyan Hoyte. Proud am I to 
have such a faithful helper to whom I can entrust 
the’ building of thirteen glorious Bible Schools for 
God. Of course, viewed in the light of cold eco- 
nomic fact this means many hundreds of pounds 
lavished like alabaster on the peerless. person of 
Christ.” How glorious that God will see to it that 


every little and large action of our life is part of the 
lory of Christ, if we simply let Christ direct, and 
ive our life, and do our work. 


— 


In the Dark 


We don’t feel obliged to watch the folks we be- 
lieve in. They do not need watching; they are de- 
pendable. We are just as sure that they will do 
what they have promised when they are out of our 
sight as when we can see everything they do. Have 
we come to the point, yet, of thinking of God as 
highly as we think of such friends? Or are we in- 
clined to trust God chiefly when we can see reasons 
for trusting him? “You can trust a thief as far as 
you can see him,” said a minister recently, in urging 
his people to depend upon faith, not on sight. 
“Haven't you and I known the Lord long enough to 
know that we can trust him in the dark?” 


yd 


Why Study the Bible? 


Mere Bible study may not bring any blessing. 
There are persons who have an amazing knowledge 
of the contents of the Bible, and who are amazingly 
unblessed. An earnest Christian woman who felt 
deep concern for the church people of her community 
says of her experience: “I felt that a greater knowl- 
edge of God’s Word must bring an awakening. 
After a time I found that there was a deeper in- 
terest in the Word—intellectually—rather than in the 
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Lord whom the Word revealed. Convinced that 
knowledge was not power, and knowing I was not 
having victory in my own life, I went to Princeton 
Conference, and there found the Lord who is all- 
sufficient.” The only profitable reason for studying 
the’ Bible is to come into touch with the Author of 
the Bible—God himself. The great blessing of the 
written Word is the incarnate Word—the Blesser. 
Do you ask God for a better acquaintance with 
oe Christ every time you open the pages of the 


ook? 
Which Separation ? 


Every one leads a separated life. Either he is 
separated from God, or he is separated from sin. 
Sin separates us from God. The unsaved man is, 
because of his sin, without God and without hope in 
this world. And even the saved man, though he has 
the life of God and is in union with Christ, is never- 
theless, if he is sinning, separated from God through 
his broken fellowship: he can have no fellowship 
with God while he sins. Holiness, on the other 
hand, separates us from sin. And as Christ is the 
only one who can separate us from sin, so Christ 
alone is our holiness. We determine our own atti- 
tude toward him; and we choose for ourselves which 
separation shall be ours: the sinfulness of separation 
from God, or the holiness of separation from sin. 
The miracle of this holiness is never attained or ac- 
complished by our works, but exclusively by the work 
of Christ. We can have it at any moment, and at 
every moment, by simple faith in Christ. 


we 


God’s Unfolding Plans for This Journal 


T IS a privilege to share with readers something 
Je the inner life of the office of The Sunday 

School Times,—what has been going on in the 
lives of those whose work it is, under God, to make 
and publish the paper, and something of the way in 
which God has been unfolding his plans for the con- 
duct of the paper. A hint of this was given in the 
editorial, “What Has Happened to The Sunday 
School Times?” in the issue of November 25, 1916; 
and the readers’ response has shown that the rela- 
tionsh#p between themselves and the workers in this 
office is becoming a more intimate and blessed fel- 
lowship all the time. Now the Editor would share 
with the readers some facts in the lives of two men 
whom God has made a very vital part of His work in 
this institution. 

In the year 1911 an Associate Editor for The Sun- 
day School Times was greatly needed; and no 
obvious candidate for the responsible position seemed 
to be even on the horizon. That summer the Editor 
went for the second time to a young people’s mis- 
sionary conference at New Wilmington, Pennsylva- 
nia, where in the summer of 1910 God had so mar- 
velously revolutionized everything for him in a new 
vision and appropriation of Christ as the life4 At 
the 1911 conference the Editor was gladly sharing 
with the young people assembled there the riches of 
“the life that is Christ.” 

One of the delegates was a young man, then only 
twenty-five years old, who had recently given up an 
exceptionally prosperous and promising business 
career to prepare himself for service in the foreign 
missionary field. The message of a life of victory 
without human effort, by simple faith in Jesus Christ, 
was new to him, and challenged the deepest hunger 
and need of his heart. On the fourth day of that 
conference, Tuesday evening, he and the older man 
knelt in prayer together about this matter, and in 
simple, immediate faith in Christ the missionary- 
volunteer took the step that meant “all things new” 
to him, and entered upon a personal experience, for 
the first time, of “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding,” and “joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.” 





1This personal experience is given in a pamphlet, “The 
Life That Wins,” to be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at two cents each, or twenty cents a dozen. 


Life became new for him in all its details. The 
missionary opportunity opened up with a vision and 
a glory it had never had before. The Bible was the 
Word of God as never before,—doubts and uncer- 
tainties as to its authority, authenticity, and inspira- 
tion were swept away. The prayer life became a new 
kind of activity and service and power. And the 
new freedom from the law of sin meant a fellowship 
with God, and a fruit-bearing in Christ, never be- 
fore known. 

Robert C. McQuilkin, this young missionary vol- 
unteer, was a Philadelphia man; and that autumn the 
Editor of the Times had a little editorial help from 
him in the book reviews of the paper. The two men 
were drawn together in a very close and precious 
bond in Christ; and it was not strange that within a 
few months the Editor was clearly led of God to ask 
Mr. McQuilkin to consider the entire change in his 
life plans and outlook that would be involved in his 
becoming Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. 

Without attempting to recount the many tests to 
which the matter was put, and the remarkable cir- 
cumstances and leadings of God that soon pointed 
unmistakably to this being God’s call, suffice it to say 
that in February of 1912 Mr. McQuilkin entered the 
office of the Times, taking up at once and in a re- 
markable way the responsibilities that were laid 
upon him by Mr. Howard and Mr. Trumbull, the 
Publisher and the Editor. What his work and life 
have meant to this paper in the five years since then, 
thousands of readers know to their blessing and 
gratitude. His writings soon began to appear in 
practically every department of the Times. The first 
full reports this paper ever published of the Billy 
Sunday evangelistic campaigns were from Mr. Mc- 
Quilkin’s pen and heart, the result of his thorough 
and personal investigation of the Pittsburgh cam- 
paign. His editorial notes, leading editorials, Notes 
on Open Letters, book reviews, and signed articles in 
the field of evangelism, Christian biography, and the 
equipment of the Christian worker, have enriched 
these pages in increasing measure during the five 
years. 

When some of the young people in and about 
Philadelphia whose lives, like his own, had been rev- 
olutionized and released through the appropriation of 
Christ as their victory and life, felt that they must 
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share their riches with other Christians in some 
definite, organized way, and “Princeton Conference” 
(held first at Oxford, Pennsylvania, in 3913) was 
the result, it was Mr. McQuilkin whom G irected 
and used as the leading spirit to make this conference 
possible and to guide it on its way. His articles on 
the Victorious Life have been one of the notable 
features of the paper. Pad P 

And now The Sunday School Times is to have a 
more direct and vital link with the foreign mission 
field than perhaps ever before in its history, as Mr. 
McQuilkin and his wife, answering God’s equally 
clear and unmistakable guidance and call to-day, 
leave their sphere of service in The Sunday School 
Times to carry the Gospel of full salvation to the 
non-Christian world. About two years ago indica- 
tions began, which have definitely crystallized and 
become inescapably plain, that God, after blessing 
The Sunday School Times through this worker and 
blessing the worker through the fellowship of The 
Sunday School Times and its readers, had another 
sphere of service for him, and was going on with the 
foreign missionary plans that had been whole-heart- 
edly accepted in his earlier years. His loss to this 
office and work will be keenly felt. But the Editor 
and the Publisher of the Times, together with others 
who are closest to Mr. McQuilkin in this matter, are 
clear that God is calling him to service abroad; and 
so they and he rejoice in the new commission and 
are trusting God fully for it. 

Meantime God was preparing the man of his own 
choice to go on with the work of Associate Editor 
in the office of The Sunday Schoo! Times. About 
two years ago the editorial department began to get 
into close touch with Mr. Howard A. Banks. Mr. 
Banks has been for years active in the direction 
of the Africa Inland Mission as a member of its 
Council, and as Editor of its quarterly publication, 
“Hearing. and Doing.” He has. been a life-long 
friend of Mr. James H. McConkey, author of that 
wonderful book “The Threefold Secret of the Holy 
Spirit.” He has had a large journalistic experience, 
on newspapers of both his own and others’ owner- 
ship or editing, in the South and in Philadelphia. 
Four years ago, when Mr. Daniels was made Secre- 
tary of the Navy, he asked Mr. Banks to become his 
Private Secretary; and this position of great trust 
and responsibility was accepted, while Mr. Banks’ 
Christian service as a layman in many directions, and 
continuing responsibility in the Africa Inland Mis- 
sion, continued unabated. When Professor Harlan 
P. Beach of Yale was obliged to lay down the editor- 
ship of “The Missionary Watch Tower” in The Sun- 
day School Times, Mr. Banks was invited to take up 
this work, with what enriching and blessed results 
for the readers is now well known. And when, in 
the summer of 1915, the Editor and Mr. Banks met 
at a Bible Conference conducted by the Moody Bible 
Institute at Mountain Lake Park, Maryland, and 
talked with each other freely as to a possible closer 
relationship between himself and The Sunday School 
Times, it came out that Mr. Banks had for years been 
hoping that some such opportunity with the Times 
might some day come to him. It has now come; 
and with Mr. McQuilkin’s leaving this month Mr. 
Banks enters upon the position of Associate Editor. 

This editorial is written before Mr. Banks has 
actually come into the Times office, and will be pub- 
lished before he sees or knows anything about it. 
The Editor is taking the liberty of including in it 
portions of letters that he and Mr. McQuilkin have 
recently received from Mr. Banks,—not written for 
publication nor with any thought that they would 
ever be seen by readers of the Times. 


{To Mr. Trumbull]: “Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable Gift.” It seems fine to be answer- 
ing you on the anniversary of the Giving. Our 
pastor’s prologue to his Christmas Sunday sermon 
from the above text sounded like a Times “Ed. 
note.” He intimated that when Paul got to the 
farthest-flung edge of the perfect Greek language 
in describing the things of God, he took refuge in 
two words—“unspeakable,” used of the glory, and 
“unsearchable,” used of the riches of Christ. We 

‘may dig deep, travel far, and search widely, but 
we can never scale the height nor fathom the 
depths of the love, wisdom, goodness, or glory of 
our Lord. They are infinite, and beyond our com- 
prehension and our experience. Wonderful as the 
latter may be, it does not exhaust. There is 
always “the more beyond.” 


“There are Firths beyond Pentland, 
There are Friths beyond Forth.” 


... 1 am thinking that, in letting me go to The Sun- 
day School Times, God is saying to-me: “As to 
service, there is more beyond.” It is wonderfully 
good in him to give me a connection with a channel 
of his power unsurpassed in unclogged outflow of 
salvation and enduement and divine Life. One of 
my life verses has been 1 Chronicles 4:9, 10, for 
fifteen years—since my surrendered life began. 
{“And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 
Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and en- 
large my coast, and tht thine hand might be with 
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ae d God granted him that which he re- 
quested.”] Your conviction that God wants Bob 
to go to the mission field and me to come to the 
Times seems to me like an “Amen” pronounced 
to my own heart-cry, my own soul-prayer, like 
Jabez’s “Oh that thou wouldest enlarge my coast.” 
All along he has been widening the borders. And 
now the Times, with its 108,000 readers! [This 
figure was some months ago. It is now about 
115,000.] I am very grateful to Him for giving 
you this cohviction in this supernaturally satisfy- 
ing way. 


[To Mr. McQuilkin, as to renting or buying a 
certain home in a Philadelphia suburb]: I have 
had another home which is really finer than a 
brown-stone front. This palatial residence is the 
Name of God: “They that love his name shall 
dwell therein” (Psa. 69:36). It is a grand place 
to live. The foundation is the Petra, the great 
Rock which Peter confessed. The roof is 
El Elyon, “the Most High God,” possessor of 
Heaven and Earth,” whom Melchizedek and 
Abraham could claim in common. Jehovah-Jireh, 
“the Lord will provide,” is our combination store- 
room and dining-room. Jehovah-Tsidkenu, “the 
Lord our Righteousness,” is our linen closet. The 
Little Boys hang out the Stars and Stripes every 
Fourth of July, but better than that we believe we 
have flying at the mast-head all the time Jehovah- 
Nissi, the Lord our Banner, who never slumbers 
nor sleeps and protects us from all harm and evil 
and saves us from sin as we yield to His omnipo- 
tent power, and He makes our house such a safe 
place to live in that we know we are immortal in 
it till our work is done,—and then we shall have 
another mansion, which our Master has gone to 
prepare for us. But in this present house 


El Shaddai, “the Strong God with thé breast,”. 


“the all-sufficient One,” is the atmosphere of hap- 
piness which perfumes and pervades it. It is a 
home which is proof against skeleton closets, and 
in lieu thereof we have a little shrine in the Tower 
where Elohim, “The God who is the revealer of 
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secrets,” shows us how to look through the tele- 
scope of prophecy and see the wonderful things 
to come “which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, but which God,” this same Elohim, “hath 
revealed unto us by his Spirit.” But as you too 
have a house just like this, besides your Narberth 
residence, why am { telling you all this? 


Within a week or two The Sunday School Times 
will publish a personal message from each of these 
men, Mr. McQuilkin and Mr. Banks, telling the 
readers freely what is on their own hearts concern- 
ing God’s work and The Sunday School Times, as 
the one goes and the other comes. ' 

Mr. McQuilkin may leave the Times’ office, and 
Philadelphia, and North America, to become a herald 
of the Gospel in a needy, Christless land on the other 
side of the world; but he will never leave The Sun- 
day School Times. He will, it is believed, always 
continue to be in closest touch with this paper. He 
wants the Times’ readers to keep him always in their 
prayers. Messages from his pen and life and study 
will, if God please, continue to enrich these pages. 

Another worker who was for several years the 
Editor’s personal secretary, later a valued Associate 
Editor of the Times, Miss Grace M. Breck, left her 
home in Portland, Oregon, only last December for 
the foreign field in China. ith Mr. McQuilkin’s 
going the Times will thus have two immediate rep- 
resentatives in the foreign mission field. May they 
both be remembered earnestly and continually in 
prayer by the Times’ readers. And may Mr. Banks 
as he enters upon this work be remembered in the 
same way, together with all the needs and opportunit 
the Times, that God may work His whole will 

ere. 

The unfolding of God’s plans—that is all that the 
Christian need-ever be concerned to know and to 
follow. God ig sovereign; and God is all wise; and 
God is all sufficient. His work never fails; and if 
we are ready to let our work be his work only, we 
have his personal pledge that he will glorify himself 
through the fruit-bearing. 





God’s Voice in the Imprecatory Psalms 
A puzzling question frequently asked 


I would ask your views concerning the “imprecatory 


Psalms,” so called, as compared with, or contrasted 
with, the tone of the Sermon on the Mount in its treat- 
ment of the: question concerning a forgiving spirit, and 
its appeal, as in the Lord’s Prayer, to the example of 
God’s method of forgiveness; also in its directions con- 
cerning the treatment of enemies. Psalms 59: 10-15; 
69 : 22-28; 139 : 21, 22; 140: 9, 10; 143: 12 are examples. 

Certainly in no other than a devout and candidly in- 
quiring spirit do I present the subject to you, having 
known that not a few have been, and are, troubled by 
what seems to them the lack of harmony between the 
spirit of divine teachings in the New Testament and 
some of those even in the devotional parts, such as 
the Psalms, of the Old Testament.—A California Bible 
Class Teacher. 


If there is a real difficulty with the imprecatory 
Psalms, it is a New Testament difficulty as well. For 
the New Testament confirms the “imprecations” of 
David, who, our Lord said, spoke in the Holy Spirit. 

Three of the verses from the sixty-ninth Psalm 
are quoted in the New Testament. Paul, speaking of 
his own brethren the Jews, in Romans 11:9, 10, 
quoted verses 22 and 23: 

“And David saith, 


Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, 

And a stumblingblock, and a recompense unto them; 
Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, 
And bow thou down their back always.” 


Peter in his solemn words about Judas in Acts 
I: 20, quoted verse 25 of Psalm 69 and verse 8 of 
Psalm 109: “For it is written in the book of Psalms, 


Let his habitation be made desolate, 
And let no man dwell therein: 


and, 
His office let another take.” 


Paul, 


il, looking forward to the day of vengeance 
that is 


prophesied in Isaiah wrote to the Thessa- 
lonians: “If so be that it is a righteous thing with 
God to recompense affliction to them that afflict you, 
and to you that-are afflicted rest with us, at the reve- 
lation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the 
angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering ven- 
geance to them that know not God, and to them that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall 
suffer. punishment, even eternal destruction from the 
face of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and 


to be marvelled at in all them that believed (because 
our testimony unto you was believed) in that day” 
(2 Thess. 1: 6-10). 

Our Lord himself confirms this word in Luke 18: 
7,8: “And shall not God avenge his elect, that cry 
to him day and night, and yet he is longsuffering 
over them? I say unto you, that he will avenge them 
speedily.” And the saints are not rebuked who cry 
out in Revelation 6:10: “How long, O Master, the 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 

Was Paul departing from the spirit of the Gospel 
when he asked that Alexander the coppersmith be 
rewarded according to his works (2 Tim. 4:14, 
15), or when he pronounced a twice-repeated curse 
upon man or angel who should preach another gospel? 
(Gal. 1:8). 

A yet more startling fact-is that in the Sixty-ninth 
Psalm the words are not so much of David the son 
of Jesse, but of the true David, the Redeemer of 
Israel, our Lord Jesus himself. It is He who was 
to come who writes in that Psalm, “the zeal of thy 
house hath eaten me up,” and, “reproach hath broken 
my heart . . .they gave me also gall for my food; 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” 
And it is He also: who mak,. his own the impreca- 
tions pronounced by David, the prophet, through the 
Holy Spirit.. In the days of his flesh it was the 
Lord, meek and lowly in spirit, who said to the re- 
ligious leaders of his day, “Ye serpents, ye offspring 
of vipers, how shall ye escape the judgment of hell ?” 

No one will venture to accuse our Lord of a vin- 
dictive spirit. Let us be careful not to fasten such 
an accusation upon the psalmists and prophets of the 
Old-Testament who spoke in His Spirit. 


Mercy and Love in the Old Testament 

The imprecations and terrific judgments of the Old 
Testament, whatever their explanation be, belong 
just as certainly to the New. Testament. And the 
mercy and love toward enemies urged in the New 
Testament belong just as definitely to the Old Testa- 
ment. Indeed, it is the Old Testament Scriptures to 
which the New Testament writers appeal in urging 
upon Christians this attitude of love toward enemies. 
Paul writes in the twelfth chapter of Romans: 
“Render to no man evil for evil. Take thought for 
things honorable in the sight of all men. If it be 
possible, as much as in you lieth, be at peace with 


( Continued on page 61) 
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The Buddhists’ Sensational Move in Japan 


By Frank L. Brown ** 








Sunday-schools of Ja to the Zurich Con- 
— xed of the World’s Sunday-School Asso- 
ciation to hold the next World’s Convention in 
Japan gave deep concern to the leaders in the vari- 
ous Buddhist sects of Japan. This concern was the 
deeper because this invitation followed the visit to 
Japan of Mr. H. J. Heinz, of Pittsburgh, the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee-of the World’s 
Sunday-School Association, and a number of other 
American Sunday-school business men. es 

This American Sunday-school party had visited 
forty prominent Japanese cities. Everywhere they 
were welcomed by the civic, educational, and relig- 
ious leaders of the Empire. . Their messages received 
profound attention. ; 

The visit occurred at a time when Japan was feel- 
ing intensely the need of a spiritual revival to quicken 
the moral life of the people and to lay the founda- 
tions for character building. Educators confessed 
that education had failed as a method of moral 
foundationing. The emphasis which had been laid 
for fifty years upon Japan’s material progress, with- 
out adequate attention to the things of the spirit 
was plainly apparent in national results. The old 
religions have failed to offset this drift to material- 
ism. It was realized that the secret of business and 
national success rested back, after all, upon individual 
character. , 


Japan Cries Out for—Character! 


At this juncture came the Sunday-school party, 
the personnel of which arrested the attention of emi- 
nent Japanese. At once the Sunday-school loomed 
up, because of its numbers and,achievements, as a 
possible answer to the earnest inquiry as toa plan to 
make character. The result has been seen in the 
backing of the Tokyo Sunday-School _ Convention 
plan by an underwriting for $32,000 and the laying 
of broad plans for entertaining the delegates. 

The shrewd Buddhist leaders realized quickly what 
this would mean to the Buddhism: of’ the -future uf- 
less a countermove was made. Little attention had 
been paid to childhood by the Buddhist sects. This 
must now be corrected. 

One of the strongest of the Buddhist branches, 
the Nishi Hongwanji, is well known for its zeal in 
imitating Christians. As a memorial of the Coro- 
nation year the Abbot of the West Hongwanji tem- 
ple, it is reported, issued over his official seal the 
order for the organization of a Buddhist Sunday- 
school movement.. A few years back there had been 
a small effort to organize a Buddhist Sunday-School 
Union. The new plan called for the organization of 
one new Sunday-school every day. -There were only 
70 Buddhist schools prior to the Coronation.. By 
December, 1915, the number had grown to 680, with 
a membership of 111,000 children, the result of two 
months’ work. By April, 1916, there were 800 
schools and 120,000 members. The goal is 1,200 
schools by April, 1917, with 228,000 registered. 

In the methods of their Sunday-school organiza- 
tion, in plans for conducting the session, and in the 
lessons themselves, there is a bold and bald imita- 
tion of the Christian Sunday-school. Christian 
Sunday-schools were visited and studied by Bud- 
dhist priests, and books on the Sunday-school which 
had been translated into Japanese were studied 
for suggestions and plans. Like one born full- 
grown, the Buddhist Sunday-school panoplied itself 
in all the accoutrements of the Christian Sun- 
day-school, which it had taken scores of years to 
develop, with the mistaken idea that the power was 
in the form instead of the life. 

One of the Buddhist books written to promote the 
Sunday-school presents the following outline: 

The Sunday-School—(a) Man is a religious being. 
(b) Connection between propagation of Buddhist 
doctrine and the Sunday-school. (c) Sunday-school 
and the children. (d) The spirit of, and rules for, the 
Sunday-school. 

Sunday-School Management. — (a) Room and 
eauipment. (b) Pupils and division of classes. (c) 
Grading and certification. (d) The program and the 
lesson. (e) Use of pictures. (f) Teachers and offi- 
cers and their duties. (g) Program for special 
meetings. (h) Sunday-schoo] expenses. (i) Classes 
for nurses. 

In this same book liberal quotations are made from 
Professor Butler, Bishop Atkins, Lecky, Luther. 
The author says: “The propagation of Buddhism 
must have man as its object; therefore we must work 
for all classes, from the cradle to the grave. Up to 
the present time religion has been relegated to old 
women and retired men. Young people are not sup- 
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posed to have any interest in it. Some say, take the 
great doctrines of Buddhist philosophy and teach the 
mature, and pay no attention to young people and the 
children; but these are they who would prescribe 
failure for Buddhism.” 

This Nishi Hongwanji sect has now a Sunday- 
school Board for Japan, which grants a banner to the 
best Buddhist school and confers medals for special 
merit. As a special reward, the child who has the 
best record in each-school is given the coveted privi- 
lege of a visit to the treasures and buildings of the 

est Hongwanji temples, said to be a red-letter day 
in the life of any Japanese child. 

Note the following close imitation of the organiza- 
tion of the school itself: 

1. Superintendent. 2, Officers. 
Music Committee. 5. Drawing Committee. 
tary. 7. Visiting Committee. 8. Treasurer. 

The departments are classified as follows: 

1. Cradle Roll. 2 Beginners’ Department. 3. Pri- 
mary Department. 4. Intermediate Department. 5. 
Senior Department. 6. Nurses’ class. 

The regulations for the government of Buddhist 
Sunday-schools, as published by the Shinshu sect, 
are most interesting. These regulations cover the 
matter of conditions under which schools can organ- 
ize, semi-annual reports, supervision by the temple 
superior and a teacher, offerings for expenses. The 
aim of the Sunday-school is said to be to cultivate 
the character of the pupil according to the doctrine 
of our sect. “To attain the aim the Sunday-school 
should make some connection with the primary 
schools and the pupils’ homes, and on Sunday give 
lessons on religion and morality. If local conditions 
om, hand-work and manners are to be taught be- 
sides. 

The. Head Temple conducts the following busi- 
ness for the encouragement and unification of the 
schools : 

1. Making lesson materials, cards, necessary books, 
tracts, etc., which are sent for actual cost on appli- 
cation. 

2. Providing school flags, 
actual cost, if required. 

3. Granting an honor flag to the school which gets 
the best results each year. 

4. Granting medals and complimentary tickets for 
visiting the Head Temple to two children (one boy 
and one girl), whose marks are the best in all the 
schools, once a year. 

Our Christmas, Children’s Day, Thanksgiving and 
Rally Days also have their imitations. Buddha’s 
birthday is celebrated in Buddhist Sunday-schools in 
imitation of our Christmas, on April 8. January 15 
is a Thanksgiving Day, and in the autumn a Rally 
Day is observed. 

_Pretty text cards like our own are issued with 
pictures of children and flowers. There is a “Life 
of Buddha” series, and welcome, attendance, and 
birthday cards, which are doubtless a close imitation 
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Mr. Wanamaker and his Japanese Guest 


A Japanese Baron, through an interpreter, was 
dressing Bethany Sunda oheol in Phi delphia. 1 
superintendent, Mr. ‘John W ker, list din amaze- 
ment as his distinguished guest was explaining that the 
teachings of Confucius and Jesus were the same, and 
that there was no need of his changing his faith. The 
Baron  Saned Aeoeaten, ny = ay ago to study edu- 
cational methods, and was dee interested i 

of American Sunday-schools. - oe 


After this def of heath before his school, Mr 
Wanamaker, distinguished as a veteran Sunday-school 
leader as well as one of America’s greatest merchants, 
rose and spoke out what came into his heart on the spur 
of the moment. Acknowledging the high moral stand- 
ards of Confucius, he continued, “ There is this vital dif- 
ference between Confucius and our Jesus Christ. Con- 
fucius is dead and basiod, and he will remain in his grave 
until Jesus mag * — to pte. — our Christ’s 
grave is empty. le is living. le is here in this room 
to-day.” And taking a little Testament from his pocket 
Mr. Wanamaker added with deep emotion, “ We have 
his words; they are living words, and we can read them 
in this book.” 


Before the Baron left America he attended a ban 
in New York, where man ateatdienel tassiteaninl 


leaders were present. When asked what impressed him 
most in visit here, the Japanese Conlestantes re- 











plied that the most impressive incident of his trip oc- 
curred in the Bethany Sunday-school in Philadelphia. 
When Mr. Wanamaker made his earnest defense of — 
pany ee up the = oom, Gee Baron noticed 

ars streame i i 
oe ' down cheeks with love for his 
_ The Baron's way is now being tried on a startling scale 
in Japan, another dead teacher—Buddha, “ the 

tened one "—put in Christ’s place. 














of the splendid series brought out by Rev. K. Mito, 
the Methodist Sunday-school genius. 

But in the music the astonishment comes. Chris- 
tian hymns, words, and tunes have been taken over 
almost without change excepting the substitution of 
the name Buddha for Jesus. There is “Buddha loves 
me, this I know,” with its completing thought that 
“the Buddhist scriptures tell me so”; and the hymn 
“Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing” has as its cen- 
trial theme “the singing of Buddha’s praise.” “Bring- 
ing in the sheaves” is also in the collection. 

‘buddha is referred to as “Heavenly Father,” and 
many attributes of God are ascribed to Buddha. 

Their Sunday-school session is about two hours 
long, with a ten-minute intermission. Fifteen min- 
utes is taken up in teaching a Buddhist doctrine, 
using Chinese characters for this teaching. 

In the Buddhist Sunday-school visited by Mr. H. 
E. Coleman, the World’s Sunday-School Educational 
Secretary in Japan, there were 150 present, up to 15 
or 16 years of age, all assembled in one room, with- 
out class division. Most of the first hour was taken 
in telling a story with a moral teaching as an evident 
purpose, using a Japanese hero of the recent Japan- 
ese war as the chief point, and urging loyalty to 
Japan as the application. Buddha’s statue is rever- 
ently bowed to in these schools. 

Two songs were written on large white sheets 
hung on a standard, as in our schools. The leader 
of the singing also played an organ in a very simple 
and crude fashion. 


Hopeless Cards for Buddhists 


A set of twenty-two attendance cards reveals the 
skill with which they have arranged their lessons, 
illustrations, and moral teachings in imitation of the 
Christian text cards. I will select a few for illus- 
tration. These cards have a picture on one side, with 
a text or a short extract from the Buddhist scrip- 
tures. The following list mentions first the picture, 
then the text: 


A butterfly, and girl examining a flower. “Truth 
is the heart of Buddha.” 

A little girl stringing cherry flowers. “Benevo- 
lence is the heart of Buddha.” 

Men riding horses through the tall grass. “Faith 


means listening to the truth of Buddha, believing it 
deeply, and not having a doubting heart.” 

Two children in an auto. “Envy is not overcome 
by envy, but where envy is met by an absence of envy 
it will cease.” 

A child putting his hand to his breast. “Do many 
good deeds instead of bad. Keep your heart pure. 
This is the teaching of Buddha.” 

A villain kneeling down before Sakya (another 
name for Buddha). “A reformed villain.” 

Sakya standing in the archery range with bow and 
arrows. “Unrivaled bravery.” 

A girl before Sakya. “Suppression of the devil.” 

Then follow three cards, picturing Buddha be- 
coming a priest, Buddha and his wife, and the re- 
clining Buddha. E ' 


How far is this Buddhist Sunday-school effort 
likely to be permanently successful, and what may 
be its effect on the Christian Sunday-schools ? 

As to the latter, the Christian schools report over 
40,000 more members than a year ago, and there are 
still over ten million of Japanese children and youth 
not gathered in any school; so the field is broad. 

The whole future of the Buddhist Sunday-school 
in Japan will depend upon its ability to produce 
character of a type that will stand moral tests. In 
this Buddhism has always failed. 

Then, too, the overwhelming motive of Christianity 
in the making of Christian character, namely love, 
cannot be imitated. The Christ love cannot be imi- 
tated. It is a heart experience. Said a Buddhist 
priest to a missionary, “Buddhism has no such loye 
motive as Christic»”’ and you must succeed.” 

Under the impetus of the Buddhist organization, 
backed by a fund said to equal several million yen, 
the Buddhist Sunday-school may seem to succeed 
temporarily. But what have they to take the place 
of the Living Christ, in whom and for whom the 
Christian Sunday-schools exist and work their 
miracles? 

At the end of a Chinese valley, on an elevation, 
is a little temple. Inside is a sitting Buddha. The 
clay of the image is fashioned over a human skeleton. 
The clay has fallen off in spots, revealing the bones. 
The image is called “The Living Buddha.” Time has 
revealed the failure of the imitation of life, in all its 
grotesqueness. 

New York City. 
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| When the Parents Stormed the Boys’ Own Room 


Lady Hope begins her account of the unexpected adventures 
that led to the later Coffee Room miracles of soul- winning 








English town to the south of London, my 

father had built a room for the accommodation 
of my class of boys, which had grown to large pro- 
portions. My work among the boys had started un- 
expectedly when I was permitted by our minister to 
see what I could do with a class of eighteen boys 
who had been turned out of the Sunday-school. I 
was at the time a very young girl, and many of the 
boys were older, but the Lord Jesus worked in a 
wonderful way for them. The room that my father 
built at the foot of the hill was overhung with trees 
and had pretty gardens in front of it, while close by 
were woods in which the nightingales used to sing. 
The room held about one hundred and twenty, and 
from the first Sunday it was crowded out. The 
furniture consisted of a small cupboard with shcives 
for books, benches, and a little table, and a har- 
monium, and around the wall I put pictures and 
texts. 

The number of boys wishing to attend this class, 
which was held in what they called their “own 
Room,” was so great that I was obliged to divide 
them into three classes. I took all the boys that 
could not read very well at two o’clock. They turned 
out at three, and another hundred came in. At four 
this second class was dismissed, and boys of sixteen 
years of age and over came in. In all there were 
about three hundred boys every Sunday afternoon, 
whom I was teaching from two to five o'clock. 

In addition to the Sunday meetings, I used to in- 
vite the boys one or two evenings a week to learn 
about different countries, and we studied geography, 
history, and arithmetic. 

Surrounding our home was a large district that the 
clergyman asked me to take charge of, so I con- 
stantly came in touch with the people, and part of 
every day was spent in visiting the homes of the 
boys and others as well. 


Johnnie. Explodes a Bomb 

One morning I went into a house where a woman 
who was a noted scold lived with her husband and 
children. She had a loud and harsh voice and could 
perpetually be heard wrangling with some one. Her 
three sons attended my class. On this particular 
morning she burst into tears as I. entered the room 
where she was washing clothes. 

“Oh,” she said, “I have been so upset and so hurt 
by something my Johnnie said to me yesterday. I 
cannot get over it.” 

“What was it?” I asked. 
with the class?” 

“Yes, it had. To tell you the truth, we were having 
a row in the house and the father and I were fight- 
ing and the little girls were crying, when Johnnie 
came in from your Room. He stood still in the mid- 
dle of the floor there, and he said, ‘Mother, I wish 
you were holy, like the women that the young lady 
tells us about in the Bible. If you were only like 
that, we should have such a happy home, and there 
would be no more quarreling.’ Now if all the 
clergymen in the place had said that to me I would 
not have taken a bit of notice or I wou!d just have 
given them back as good as I got, but when my 
Johnnie said it, it sort of cut me to the heart. It 
just broke my heart, that it did. Oh, Miss, cox!d you 
tell me what you tell the boys?” 

She was crying bitterly, and as she wiped her 
eyes. she said, “Could I be holy like what Johnnie 
said ?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “you could be holy. You ccald 
be a very good servant of Jesus Christ. You could 
have a beautiful home, quite happy and with no scold- 
ing, no fighting, and no complaining, if only you 
were willing for this.” : 

“I am willing,” she said. “Will you teach me?” 

“TI will,” I said. “When shall I come down? When 
you are not busy, I will come. Shall I come to+ 
morrow afternoon?” 

“I shall be washing that day,” she said; “but will 
you come on Wednesday, and may. I ask one or iwo 
more of the mothers to come in? For they all want 
to learn what the boys learn.” 

“Very well,” I said, “I will come in on Wednes- 
day afternoon, and bring my Bible, at three o’clock, 
and then I will tell you exactly how you can be holy 
and happy too.” 

“Thank you, Miss,” she said; and I went away. 

When I came down on Wednesday, I was told 
by one of the neighbors that so many women wished 
to come to hear this simple story of the Gospel that 
they had: moved on to the mission room wher. the 
boys were taught, and there they were standing at 
the door. I carried the key in my pocket, and so I 


QO: THE orchard road close to our house, in an 
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Lady Hope, of England, was but a young girl in 
her early twenties when the mothers and fathers 
of the boys in her Sunday classes presented their 
startling request to her. The remarkable Coffee 
Rooms, spoken of in the introductory article of 
Lady Hope’s series, in the issue of December 23, 
1916, grew out of these strange ventures into new 
evangelism fields. 








went and opened the door. We had no less than 
forty-two mothers who had all come of their own 
accord, and most anxious they were to learn. This 
woman who had invited the others was taking the 
place of hostess; she was showing them to their seats 
and endeavoring to make them feel at home. 

“Where does my Johnnie sit on Sunday?” she 
asked. 

“There to my left,” I said. 

“I will sit there,” she said, “I want to sit in the 
same seat. Perhaps I will be able to get the same 
good things he has got.” 

We had a very impressive little meeting, and the 
mothers said there were hundreds more who wanted 
to come; would the room be open the following 
Wednesday at three o’clock? I replied in the affirm- 
ative,—that is, if I could get permission. My mother 
had a great objection to my speaking to people older 
than myself. She thought that I ought to be learn- 
ing rather than teaching. However, the Spirit of 
God was in that room and the women were very 
enthusiastic about this meeting. When I went home 
to tea. I remember going up to my mother and. say- 
ing to her, “I always thought until to-day that I had 
only one mother. Now I find that I have got forty- 
three mothers.” I then told her about this astonish- 
ing gathering in the boys’ room. She was rather 
doubtful about it herself, but she did. not actually 
put any hindrance in my way. I think she said that 
she hoped I might have God’s blessing resting on it. 

It was a little while after these meetings. had been 
started,—and they grew to very large proportions in 
a short time,—that a woman said to me one day 
that her husband wished to speak to me. He was a 
man working in the lime quarries some little distance 
off, but he used to come home at night to his cottage 
in our district. 

“What does he want to see me about?” I asked. 

“I could not tell you,” she said. “He must speak 
to you himself. When can he see you?” 

“On Sunday afternoon at five o’clock, after the 
boys’ classes have dispersed.” 

Sure enough on the following Sunday, as my little 
red clock ticked the time on the mantelpiece, beneath 
which there glowed a good warm fire, I heard heavy 
steps on my wooden staircase, and in. walked a burly 
navvy, as we call them in England. He was a quarry- 
man from Cornwall. He took off his cap, revealing 
a brown curly head which I remember well, and said 
to me: 

“How is it that you do such a lot for the boys and 
the mothers, and you never do anything for us men?” 


The Big Navvy Brings His Fist Down 

I was standing by my table as he came up to me, 
and I said, “I do what I can. If any of. you are ill, 
I get you tickets for the hospital, and sometimes in 
the cold weather I bring you coal tickets.” 

“That is not what I mean at all,” he said. “You 
do not take any interest in us men.” 

“What interest do you want me to take?” 

“Why, we want to know how to be saved. Nobody 
ever tells us that.” 

“Oh,” I said, “do you want to know how to be 
saved? I will tell you that willingly, because I know 
it myself, and I can show it you out of my Bible. 
zee had better come and see me alone, I think, some 

ay.” 

“That is not what I mean,” he replied. “Why 
don’t you have a nice meeting for us in this here 
room? Have some singing and talk to us plain like 
you do to the boys, and we will all come and hear 
you.” 

“No,” I said, “I can never do that. 
possible.” 

“Why cannot you do it?” 

“Because,” I said, “it is wrong for a woman to 
speak to a man.” I had always been taught this, 
from my youth up. 

Whereupon the big navvy brought down his great 
fist with a thundering blow upon my poor little 
table, and he said, “I thought that was what you were 


It is quite im- 





up to, and I have heen looking up the old Book, and 
this is what I find: that the woman of Samaria, she 
told the men, and Mary Magdalene she ran to tell 
the men, and Rebekah she was a young lady just 
like you, Miss, and she stopped down to offer a 
pitcher of water to a thirsty man like me.” 

“Well, Hayman,” I replied, “you seem to be very 
well up in these subjects, much more so than I am. 
You have been reading about it all. What is your 
advice then?” 

“What I say is this. If a man dunno and a woman 
do know, she ought to tell he. [He was using the 
Cornish form of speech.] And it is very wrong of 
you not to tell we.” 

“Well,” I said, “I must think it over. 
plenty of churches for you to go to.” 

“I will not go to them,” he said, “because once I 
was put in the organ loft and could not hear a 
word.” 

“Very well,” I replied, “if you are really in earnest 
and want to know how to be saved, come next Sun- 
day alone at five o’clock to this room and I will tell 
you exactly what the Lord says.” Putting my hand 
on the Bible, I said, “This is his Word, and this Book 
tells us the truth about salvation. Any one can find 
it if he will, and you can learn how to be saved.” 

“Thank you, Miss,” he said. “Good-afternoon,” 
and he went away. 

I went home to tea, and the next Sunday as five 
o’clock approached I again heard the heavy steps 
upon my little outside stair. In walked the navvy. 
He seemed quite at home now. Taking his cap off 
and making a bow he said “Good-afternoon, Miss.” 
He walked across to the fireplace, where he seated 
himself on a chair, with his two long legs stretched 
in front of the fender and his arms folded as if: he 
was quite at ease. He then called out, “Come along 
Mary.” I asked, “ Who is that?” 


Joe the Quarryman Joins 
“Oh, she’s. my. wife. 


There are 


I could not. leave her at 


So the woman came in, greeted me, then walked 
up to where he was sitting. “Take a chair,” he said 
to her, and she sat down beside him. Then, much 
to my surprise, I saw him place his fingers to his lips 
and heard a shrill whistle. He called out, “Come 
along, Joe!” At which I asked, “And pray tell me 
who is Joe?” 

“Oh, he’s my mate what works alongside of me in 
the quarry. He lives with us. «He won’t hurt 
nobody. Come in, Joe.” 

So Joe walked in, another_big quarryman of the 
one type, in his rough clothes. He took a third 
chair. 

The three were now sitting in a row. I sat in 
front of them with my Bible in my hand, and said, 
“What is it you want me to do?” 

“To read to us and talk to us,” they responded. 

“What would you like me to read to you?” 

“About the woman of Samaria. That would do, 
I think. What do you say, Joe?” This was Hay- 
man’s reply to my inquiry. 

“It would do uncommonly well,” said Joe. 

So I opened my Testament at the fourth chapter 
of John’s Gospel, and began to read about the 
Saviour’s visit to the well and about the woman who 
drew up water from that well in her bucket day by 
day. Christ was weary when he sat down by the 
wellside. The woman was weary with her long daily 
task, because her heart was very sad. She was bur- 
dened with sorrow and sin. “Jesus spoke to her,” I 
told them, “and showed her that she had all this 
time only been drawing water up from beneath, but 
that now he was going to show her how to put up 
the hand of faith and draw water down from Above. 
This water would cleanse and satisfy her soul. He 
called it the living water, the water of life, and 
he said to her that if she would ask of him, he 
would now give to her that living water, so that she 
would never thirst again. She was amazed and 
astonished, but she listened to what he said and re- 
ceived that gift. She then ran to tell the people in 
o ~ where she lived of what a Saviour she had 

ound.” “ 

While I was reading and commenting in this sim- 
ple way upon that chapter these two men were nod- 
ding their approval, or were saying across to each 
other something like this: “That’s good”; “That’s 
all right”; “That will do”; “What do you say, Joe?” 
and so on. Then they became very silent and ap- 
parently absorbed in the study of this new Gift. I 
then stopped short and we were all silent together. 

Presently Hayman said, “Why don’t you go on? 
Why are you so quiet?” 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 18 (John 4: 43-sa) 


“I have nothing more to say.” 
“Nothing more to say!” they cried. “Cannot you 


go on? 


“No,” I said, “I cannot. That is the only message 
I have for you. But if you want to have that living 
water that flows from the throne of God to come 
into your hearts now, you can have it, and it shall 
be yours all through time and eternity. That is all 
I have to say. You must be in dead earnest, and 
you must have that living water every day to refresh 
ou.” . 
. “You are not going to send us away, are you? 
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Surely you would not send us away? We have only - 


just come. 

“Yes,” I said, “I must send you away now. I have 
been teaching ever since two o'clock to-day. That is 
the Gospel I have just told you; the se j to be saved 
which you wanted to know. But I tel you what I 
will do. I will pray for you if you like.” 

“Oh, yes,” they said, “do pray for us.” 

So we all knelt down. And I prayed to the Lord 
most earnestly that these three people might be 
saved. I said in my prayer: “They are very anxious, 

( Continued on page 68) 
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God’s Voice in the 


Imprecatory Psalms 


(Continued from page 58) 





all men. Aevenge not yourselves, beloved, but give 
place unto the at of God.” And as his authority 
for all of this, Paul proceeds to give, not the words 
of the Gospel revelation of Jesus, but a quotation 
from the Law, quoting from Deuteronomy 32: 35: 
“For it is written, Vengeance belongeth unto me; I 
will recompense, saith the Lord.” Then follows 
Paul’s practical application: “But if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink: 
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” Surely here Paul is reversing the spirit 
of the Old Testament!.we say? No; Paul, the 
apostle of the age of grace, is here quoting from the 
Old Testament, appealing for his authority to the 
words of the Holy Spirit in Proverbs 25: 21: 

If thine enemy [he that hatéth thee] be hungry, give 

hinmr bread to eat; 

And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 

For thou wilt heap coals of fire upon his head, 

And Jehovah will reward thee.” 


It is that same Old Testament law that enjoins: 
“If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass going 
astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. 
If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under his burden, thou shalt forbear to leave him, 
thou shalt surely rélease it with him” (Exod. 
23:4, 5): It is an Old Testament injunction that 
commands, “Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, 
and let not thy heart be glad when he is overthrown ; 


lest- Jehovah see ‘it, and it displease him” *( Prov. 24°° 


17, 18). Job, an Old Testament character who knew 
God’s attitude in this matter, when he made his de- 


- fense before Jehovah justified himself because he had 


not rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated him, 
or lifted up himself when evil found his enemy; “yea, 
I have-not suffered my mouth to sin by asking his life 
with a curse” (Job 31: 29, 30). 


The “Progressive Revelation” Fallacy 


Yet men, with human reasoning, have sought to 
meet the supposed difficulty of the imprecatory 
Psalms by explaining that David and other Old Testa- 
ment saints had no accurate or adequate conception 
of God’s character, and were thinking of Him in 
terms which were the best to which as yet God’s Spirt 
had been able to lead men. As one distinguished 
preacher and writer has put it, “In many -of the 
books of the Old Testament, the spiritual insight is 
limited, and the moral standard as yet imperfect.... 
The imperfect insight of an earlier dispensation sanc- 
tioned, or at least tolerated, passions, practises, and 
institutions which the fully ‘enlightened Christian 
conscience has learned justly to abhor.” Speaking 
of the imprecatory Psalms this same writer asks, 
“Can the casuistry be anything but gross which would 
palm. off such passages as the very utterance of 
God ?” Let us beware lest any puny, superficial, 
human theories be allowed to rob God’s Word of 
its terrible truths, its inspired meaning, its inexhausti- 
ble depth that make it truly the Word of God. Be- 
cause man would not venture to pronounce the judg- 
ments that fairly burn the pages of Scripture upon 
which they are written, let us not presume to instruct 
God as what He may be able to say. If a man had the 
power to speak the words that would release such a 
cataclysm of death and disaster as has been sweep- 
ing Europe and Asia, it is unthinkable that any Chris- 
tian man would do it. Rulers in high places to-day 
are indignantly repelling every suggestion that theirs 
was the hand that (gave the signal for the ter- 
rific carnage. We should regard that man as a mon- 
ster who, having the power to prevent such death and 
misery and disaster, would not spéak the word to pre- 
vent it. But the mighty God, the God of grace and 
mercy, who is the God of judgment too, has permitted 
and is permitting this thing. If there were before us a 
record, centuries old, that God had permitted such 
things as are going on in the world to-day, men 
could say that the record did not agree with their 
ideas. of God, and would sweep it away. That is 
what men are doing with the Bible record of what 
God has done and said in the past. 


May Christians Curse Enemies? 

‘The “imprecations” upon enemies spoken by the 
prophet-psalmist were inspired by God. Yet Chris- 
tians should not seek to apply them to-day. Christ's 
utterances about love of enemies,—which -were not 
a repudiation of the Old Testament standards, but a 
confirmation of them,—are our guide in this matter 
during the age of grace in which we live. The im- 
precations do not belong to us; they do belong to the 
inspired Word. The imprecatory Psalms belong to 
the dispensation (or age) of law and Pag 
To-day is the dispensation of grace. God deals in 
a radically different way with sinners in different 
ages. This does not mean that Jehovah is not the 
God of grace in the Old Testament, or that he is not 
the God of judgment in the New Testament. God 
is the same yesterday and to-day and forever, but 
his methods of testing the sinful hearts of men differ. 
Jesus came to proclaim “the acceptable year of 
Jehovah”—the day of grace. Utterly unsuitable are 
the imprecations in this day of grace. We have seen 
that the Holy Spirit does, indeed, in the New Testa- 
ment confirm the imprecations of the Old. And the 
apostles and prophets of the new dispensation could 
look forward to the day of judgment and speak of 
the vengeance that was sure to come upon God's 
enemies. But we are not to take the place of apostles 
or prophets. While we know that that judgment is 
to come, and while there are foreshadowings of it 
even in this day of grace, our attitude toward all sin- 
nets ‘is’ to be. that of long-suffering patience, hoping 
that none may perish, although knowing that the day 
of judgment is sure for those who reject the offered 
mercy. 

This same Jesus who came to “proclaim the ac- 
ceptable year of Jehovah” will yet come to “proclaim 
the day of vengeance of our God.” And it is an un- 
utterably solemn truth that in that day God will 
deal with sinners in a different way from the long- 
suffering mercy that we know to-day. In that day 
the imprecatory Psalms again shall have a literal 
meaning, and their true fulfilment. “It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 


Was David Vindictive? 


Another truth about the imprecatory Psalms is a 
practical one of inestimable value in our Christian 
walk. There are Christians who feel that for us to 
love our enemies is impossible in this life. There 
are even Christians who can strongly sympathize with 
the vindictive spirit that they mistakenly feel ani- 
mated the .Psalmist in calling down curses upon his 
enemies. But what was the spirit that David had 
which moved him to write so? “Holy men of old,” 
we remember, “spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit.” David’s own human spirit toward his 
enemies did not always please God; but -nothing of 
that spirit is in the utterances that became part of 
God’s Word. A remarkable illustration of the wrong 
spirit and the right spirit is found in the incident of 
Nabal, when David said, “God do so unto the ene- 
mies of David, and more also, if I leave of all that 
pertain to him by the morning light so much as one 
man-child” (1 Sam. 25:22). After Abigail’s inter- 
cession for Nabal, David said to her, “Blessed be 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, who sent thee this day to 
meet me: and blessed be thy discretion, and blessed 
be thou, that hast kept me this day from blood- 
guiltiness, and from avenging myself with mine own 
hand” (1 Sam. 25:32, 33). As Dr. Saphir has said 
in speaking of this incident, David “knew very well 
what was of the earth earthy, and what was the in- 
spiration of God.” 


In that marvelous One Hundred and Thirty-ninth 


Psalm, which begins, 


“O Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and know me,” 


David turns from the precious thoughts of God to 
the prophecy of the slaying of the wicked, and con- 
tinues : 


“Do not I hate them, O Jehovah, that hate thee? 


And —, not I grieved with those that rise up against 
thee? 
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I hate them with perfect hatred: 
They are become mine enemies.” 


Then the Psalmist follows immediately with these 
wonderful closing words of the Psalm: 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
Try me, and know my thoughts; 
And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting.” 


The Christian who feels bitter against his enemies 
can gain no approval of his feelings from those im- 
recations of the Psalmist. For there is no sinful 

itterness in the heart of the man who asks God to 
search his heart and try his thoughts. These Psalms 
are inspired by “hatred,” but it is a “perfect hatred.” 
It is possible for a Christian to love his enemies if 
he lets the indwelling Christ do the loving for him. 
It is the one who can love his enemies who will yet 
learn how with Christ he can hate with a perfect 
hatred those who eternally align themselves against 
Christ and his love. 


How Use the Imprecations To-day? 


In north India there is a man who has been won 
out of the darkness of Hindu learning and philosophy 
into the marvelous light of Christ, and he has become 
a noted spiritual leader among his own people. With 
a mastery of the imagery of the East and a keen 
insight into mystic truths, he has given wonderful 
Bible readings from the imprecatory Psalms. From 
his own study of the Word, he has seen in these im- 
precations of David the arraignment of his own sin— 
of the evil spirits who continually wage war upon 
him. He pleads with his people that they should 
give no quarter to sin of any sort, and that they 
should dash it out of their lives, and not spare the 
“little ones” among the evil influences. 

The wise man and humble believer of India has 
caught a spiritual truth that many others have caught 
who have learned how to read the imprecatory 
Psalms. We must be careful to note, however, that 
this does not exhaust the meaning of these Psalms. 
Indeed, it is a meaning that grows olt of and is made 
possible by the literal application of the imprecations. 
They are real outward enemies that the Psalmist is 
hurling his imprecations against. He recognizes, of 
course, that the spiritual, unseen forces are the real 
gers of evil upon whom the curses should be sent. 

or spiritual enemies are not “unreal,” nor merely 
“inward” foes. 

When a man identifies himself so closely with the 
powers of evil that he stands there the intarnation 
of rebellion against God, then the curses that are in- 
tended for the incorrigible enemies of God, the 
spiritual foes, descend upon him. The lake of fire 
was prepared for the devil and his angels, not for 
men. But men who persist in resisting God and 
identifying themselves with Satan are cast into the 
lake of fire. The imprecations belong properly to 
the devil and his angels. But Christ’s enemies are 
they that choose to share the curses. 

Billy Sunday in one of his outbursts against the 
saloon and the powers of evil that control it shouted: 
“I hate the saloon. I do not hate the saloon-keeper. 
I have no personal enmity against him. But when 
I am fighting the saloon and he insists on standing 
by the saloon and making himself a part of the 
saloon I will fight him to the death.” The fiery 
preacher was recognizing that there came a time 
when the great evil he was fighting became incarnate 
in certain men, and then his philippics must be 
hurled against the men who refuse to be separated 
from the evil. 


When God’s Vengeance is to Strike 

Not only the imprecatory Psalms, but all the 
Psalms, will be understood more clearly when we re- 
member that David the king is the great type of 
Christ the King. The Psalms are prophetic. David’s 
experiences recorded in the Old Testament are pro- 
phetic. The real enemies that David was fighting 
are prophetic of the real enemies that the yet un- 
crowned King of Israel will have to fight and destroy. 
In the end time before Christ ascends the Throne of 
David the powers of evil will be arrayed against Him 
just as they were in the person of the human ene- 
mies arrayed against David before he secured his 
throne. These imprecatory Psalms, therefore, are 
great prophecies. And like all of the prophecies they 
will be literally fulfilled, as well as yielding great 
spiritual truths. Prophets of Israel will yet voice 
David’s word against the enemies who under Satan’s 
leadership will endeavor to destroy the nation of 
Israel from the earth. 

It is ours to realize that Christians in this age of 
Grace have a commandment to love and to forgive, 
and to remember that vengeance belongs to God. 
That means that we can leave all vengeance, all re- 
paying of evil workers, all imprecations, in the hands 
of Jehovah, the God of mercy and of judgment. The 
true attitude of the Christian is beautifully expressed 
by Jude after he through the Spirit uttered a most 
terrific arraignment of evil men: “But ye, beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, pray- 
ing in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.” 
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Finding Black Diamonds on a Long 


The answer to Kayeka’s prayer, and other miracles 
seen from The Missionary Watch Tower 





service at one time, some of them having 

walked a distance of ninety miles, is a picture 
given by the January World Outlook (an African 
number) of “a typical Sabbath congregation” at Elat 
in the Cameroons. Out of these dark waves of hu- 
man beings rise tall slender pillars, like pier-posts, 
which uphold the roof of the church. It has a_seat- 
ing capacity of 4,000 and is always filled by the Chris- 
tian Bulu, tribe of God, and far-famed for hospi- 
tality. 

There are probably not many such large congrega- 
tions elsewhere in Africa, but if more people carried 
the words of God there from America they could find 
places to build churches on the spots staked out dur- 
ing the 1,500-mile journey of John M. Springer and 
his wife and a caravan of black porters stretching 
two pages across in the magazine. They were due 
for a furlough, but the Bishop and the finange com- 
mittee had no funds for a trek like that, so they 
financed their trip by cashing in Mr. Springer’s in- 
surance and using up the principal of a little fund 
Mrs. Springer possessed. They went from East 
Africa by rail to Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia, 
thence afoot, Mrs, Springer taking it hammock- 
fashion half the way to the West Coast. All the way 
they cast the Bread of Heaven upon African waters ; 
and four hundred miles beyond Broken Hill there 
came to them a former slave boy, Kayeka, converted 
at a Congregational mission, who said he had been 
praying seven years for a missionary to come to his 
people. “It was exactly seven years before that I 
had felt the first definite leading toward this section,” 
says Mr. Springer. 

“Unparalleled opportunities for missionary labors” 
is what Mr. Springer has been talking about since to 
the youth of America. One area in Africa unoccu- 
pied by missionaries is three times the size of New 
England, a second would make four states like New 
York, a third would cover eight Iowas, and a fourth 
is eighteen times the size of Ohio. Throughout 
Africa there is one missionary for every 133,000 souls. 


we 


Did Roosevelt Open the Congo? 


‘ko article in the Watch Tower page, published 
December 2, entitled “How Roosevelt’s Lion 
Hunt. Opened the Congo,” has left the impression 
upon the minds of some that ex-President Roosevelt 
first opened the whole of the Congo to missions. The 
Southern Presbyterians, under Lapsley and Shepard, 
the former a white and the latter a colored mission- 
ary, entered this vast region from the West in 1891, 
and their pioneer work was almost apostolic in its 
miraculous opportunities and deliverances. The 
Editor of the Watch Tower has been in touch with 
this work for years, and in the February Watch 
Tower, last year, published a story of David 
Mputa, and his prayer closet, showing a remarkable 
late development of this mission. The Baptists were 
perhaps in the Congo before the Presbyterians. 
Missions have existed in the West and South, but.no 
Protestant mission had been allowed to enter from 
the East until ex-President Roosevelt did this great 
service, immediately for the Africa Inland and inci- 
dentally for other missions. 


bd 


An Invalid Girl’s Crazy Quilt 


WOMAN who could not lift her head from the 
pillow of her invalid’s bed more than two or three 
inches, lest it cause instant death, during twenty- 
eight years of incessant suffering, was instrumental 
in the raising of $25,000 for Methodist missions. 
She was Lizzie Johnson, of Casey, I!1., and a busy 
bishop, thinking it worth while to make a special trip 
to see her, gave her thrilling life-story to the world. 
“When she was thirteen years old,” says Bishop 
Frank W. Warne in “The Story of Lizzie Johnson’s 
Quilt,” “she heard that apostolic missionary, William 
Taylor, say that $50 would redeem an African slave 
girl, and she made a covenant with Jesus that some- 
how she would earn $50 for such redemption.” 
Afflicted soon after with softening of the bones of 
the back, and an inch of the spinal column being left 
without support, she realized that she was sadly 
handicapped in her unshaken purpose to redeem a 
slave girl. Her father finally devised a table that 
fitted over her bed, and upon this, when she could 
manipulate her hands, though every stitch caused 
pain, she made a beautiful crazy quilt. She prayed 
that it might bring enough to redeem her pledge, but 
for fourteen years it lay to one side. The bishop 


Aeence at, 2 of black folk, 8,000 at morning 


confesses that he “wept like a child” when he heard 
the girl’s story. It was three weeks till he should 
sail for India, but he put in the time between the visit 
and the embarkation in taking up collections on that 
crazy quilt, and had the satisfaction of mailing to 
Lizzie her quilt and $600. 

The young woman niade 250,000 book-marks, and 
wrote from five to fifty letters a day. She was thus 
able herself to realize over $20,000 for the Lord’s 
mission treasury. Continuing the book-mark work 
after her death, her mother and sister realized 

5,000 more. Bishop Warne fell heir to the quilt. 

hoéver will put an offering thereon for his mis- 
sion to the high caste cult in Calcutta may send it, 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


The Moslem Cossacks’ Doubt.~When Scripture Gift Testa- 
ments fell into the hands of Moslem Cossacks in the Cau- 
causus, they began asking: “Can Islam be true?”’ 


Siam’s Gambling.—Giving up $5,000,000 annual income from 
Bangkok and the Provinces, Siam is to suppress govern- 
ment-fostered gambling, hitherto the greatest obstacle to 
Christian missions. 


Interned German Missionaries.—Moravian and Berlin Mis- 
sion missionaries in German East Africa are now interned 
at Blantyre, south of Lake Nyasa. Mrs. L. Uhlmann died 
there of blackwater fever. 


A Zulu Barbarism.—The Record of Christian Work won- 
ders why the South African government does not abolish 
lobola, the heart-rending, corrupt practise which gives the 
Zulus the right to sell their women-folk. 


American Typewriters and American Missions.—President 
John T. Underwood, of the typewriter company which bears 
his name, whose brother, Rev. Dr. H. G. Underwood, was 
the first American missionary in Korea, supports seven 
missionaries in that country. 


Yung Tao’s Bible Plan.—‘I intend to put copies of the 
Bible in every school in the whole of China, and in the 
hands of every teacher and official,” says Yung Tao, 
Peking philanthropist, who has already distributed 5,000 
copies of the Mio Testament. - 


A Mercenary Messiah.—A reincarnation of the Thibetan 
divinity Skushok of Hemis has appeared in the Himalayas 
near the Moravian mission. His devotees drink the water 
he washes his hands in. At Lahoul he collected $2,700 
from the 2,000 Buddhists there. 


For a Chinese Mohammedan Revival.—To resist the en- 
croachments of the Christian propaganda 300 Ahungs, 
Chinese Mohammedan priests, met in Peking some months 
ago, and urged the translation of the Koran, school improve- 
ment, teacher preparation and a defensive literature. 


Must this Zenana Work Cease?—The Zenana Bible and 
Medical Mission, interdenominational, for seventy years at 
work among the womert and children in India, is in finan- 
cial straits as a result of the war. It needs £5,400 to enable 
its 400 workers to continue work among 6,000 people being 
reached in the Zenanas and schools; The address is 33 
Surrey Street, Strand, London. 


Unity in Madagascar.—Seven men, and the wives of 
five of them, finished the course for native ministers in 
the Theological College at Tananarive, capital of Mada- 
"gascar, in December. For 4o years it has been the chief 
agency of.the London Missionary Society for training 
natives, but during the last six years the Friends’ Mis- 
sion has joined in the teaching at and support of the 
college, “and work has proceeded very harmoniously,” 
says The Chronicle. 

No Armenian Self-Government?—With Russia invading 
Turkey, the latter has annulled the Armenian Constitution 
of 1863, which tolerated the allegiance of the Armenian 
Patriarchate to the head of the Greek Church. The Gen- 
eral Assembly, with its Ecclesiastical and Lay Councils, and 
which changed the Armenian Church from an oligatchy to 
a democracy, disappears. It was this spiritual democracy 
which vitalized the church and saturated it so splendidly 
with the martyr spirit. 


Farmer-Missionaries in India—When the McCormick 
wing of the agricultural hostel at Ewing Christian College 
was opened, Sir James Meston, the British local governor at 
Allahabad, said: “It-.is on these sun-baked acres round 
about you that the real work of India goes on.” Mrs. Mc- 
Cormick and Mrs. Livingstone Taylor each gave $5,000 
toward the work, and Sam Higginbottom, in charge of the 
hostel, is giving India a new light on the possibilities of 
tickiing the ground with a hoe. 


Field-Marshals on Missions.—A remarkable tribute to 
missions and missionaries was paid by three of England’s 
great field-marshals, Roberts, Grenfell, and Methusen, in 
a joint letter printed for distribution amongst officers in 
the British Army. The following is but one of the several 
impressive paragraphs: “We commend these missionaries 
to you as a body of men and women who are working 
helpfully with the Government, and contributing to the 
elevation of the people in a way impossible to official 
action. Some object to Christian missions in ignorance 
of their real value. We would suggest that you will use 
all opportunities of making yourself personally acquainted 
with the work they are doing and the character of the 
converts. Most missions will bear looking into, and we 
are convinced that, if you do this, you will never after- 
wards condemn or belittle them.” 





Trek 


By Howard A. Banks 





with a request for the story, to James M. Taylor, 
Secretary of the Department of Foreign Evangelism 
of the Board of Foreign Missions, 150 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. The booklet may be had free from 
Mr. Taylor. 2 


Will the Baptists Do It? 


HE “Five-year Program” leaps up from every 

page in October Missions, the Baptist Missionary 
periodical, and persistently strikes the reader’s eye. 
One can’t miss it. The Five-year Program contem- 
plates : 

A million converts in five years. be 

A large increase’ in volunteers for missionary 
service. : 

An endowment fund of at least $2,000,000 for min- 
isters and missionaries. 

An increased number of students in high school, 
college and seminary, with better endowments and 
equipment. 

Six millions a year for benevolence, to be reached 
the fifth year. : 

With a million givers in the Baptist constituency, 
it is believed the goals set can be attained. 


Smashing Yucatan’s Saints 


EXICO’S saints and idols are being shaitered, 
and who will fill those vacant niches with 
better things if the Christian people of the United 
States do not supply their places? A missionary of 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions writes: 


“Last week the great aristocratic church of 

, Merida was swept clean of its idols and turned 
over to the Students’ League of Yucatan for its 
assembly room. A certain Mexican whose hands 
were still covered with the dust of the idols he had 
been helping to smash said to a friend of mine, 
‘We saved a few. images which we are going to 
take to the public schools, and standing them up 
before the children say, “There you see what a 
saint looks like, and now you see how he can be de- 
stroyed.” Then with a hammer the image will be 
pounded to pieces before the eyes of the children.’ ” 


we 
The Prodigal Son in a Talking Machine 


HE story of the Prodigal Son, as well as native 

songs caught by missionaries among the Chota 
Nagpur and Santal Porganas in gramophone rec- 
ords, were reproduced in London recently by Sir 
George Grierson, head of the Linguistic Survey of 
India, before the Royal Asiatic Society. The Bible 
has been reproduced in whole or in part in the five 
languages used, Kharia, Mundari, Ho, Santali, and 
Kurukh. Says-the Bible in the World: 


The agglutinative character of these dialects 
may be judged from one example of the English 
equivalent of the opening sentences of this parable 
in Santali: 

“One man-of two boys children-they-two were 
his. And them-two among the-little-one _his- 
father-he said-to-him ‘O father, me-to falling ex- 
isting-thing-of portion bestow-give-outright-mine- 
thou.’ ” ws 


A Bursting Shell and an Earthquake 


N THE fly-leaf of an English soldier boy’s 

pocket Bible his mother had written: fA thou- 
sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.” She 
had also marked the verse at Psalm 91:7. A shell 
bursting over the trenches tore off part of the boy’s 
clothing, tore off the leather front of his Bible, which 
was in his vest pocket, and then proceeded to tear 
out every leaf in the Bible up to the Ninety-first 
Psalm, while it decorated this marked verse, the 
seventh, with an irregular wreath of powder stain. 
The boy was unharmed. 

“This is not a fairy story, but one which has been 
verified,” said Mr. Francis C. Brading, of England, 
General Secretary of the Scripture Gift Mission, 
which is doing a wonderful work in furnishing mil- 
lions of Scripture portions to troops in trenches and 
prison camps. (Asa S. Wing, Treasurer, 409 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.) At the recent banquet at 
Rauscher’s of the Twenty-four-Hour-a-Day Club of 
the Washington Y. M. C. A. to Mr. Sherwood Eddy, 
the editor of the Watch Tower was passing this story 
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- LESSON FOR FEB. 18 (John 4 : 43-54) 


_ at best, a weak and i 
as one of the caretakers of the’ Home, was at least 
' free from such tutelage, she exulted bitterly, for it 


around the table at which he sat, when Mrs. Mary C. 
Stevens, director of the religious work of the Y. W. 


—C. A. in this city, said that it reminded her of an 


experience in Guam, where she was formerly a mis- 
sionary under the American Board. An earthquake, 
the first she had ever experienced, suddenly caught 
the island in its grip and shook it well. Frightened, 
Mrs. Stevens ran into the house. Her Bible was lying 
open on a table. The leaves fluttered violently in the 
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wind for a moment, and then, a3 the breeze died 
away, the pages remained open at Psalm 46, and the 
terror disappeared from the missionary’s eyes as they 
rested on the first two verses: 


“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble. 

“Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be re- 
moved, and though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea.” 








Homely Lizzie Higgins 


Some red beads, an orphan asylum, 
and praying through 


By Mary Barrett Howard 





———— 


Children’s Home filed into the dining-room, and 

with much scuffling of feet, and scraping of 
chairs on the bare floor, seated themselves at long 
tables covered with red cloths, warranted not to 
show soil, and on them heavy chinaware, tin cutlery, 
and an abundance of om food. 

A pale, slim girl, whose duty it was to see that no 
daring child’ broke the rule that enjoined perfect 
silence in the marching franks, leaned listlessly 
against the bleak, whitewashed wall. But the ex- 
pression of weary indifference in her melancholy 
gray eyes changed to one of impatient disdain as 
sixty heads bent over their plates and sixty shrill 
voices arose in a sing-song chorus: 

“For Thy precious loving care, 
For Thy bounty everywhere; 
For the love that met us here, 
For the home and for the cheer; 
For our lives but just begun, 
For the great gift of Thy Son, 
Our Father, we thank Thee.” 


What a farce those words were, uttered between 
these walls, Leslie Stearns reflected for the hun- 
dredth time. Why should these unfortunate chil- 
dren be compelled to thank God three times each 
day for “precious loving care,” that had left them 
to the cold, mechanical kindness of institutional 
charity? Why should they be compelled to praise 
an Omnipotent Being for the gift of “lives but just 
begun”—lives inevitably handicapped by a vicious, or 

orant parentage? She herself, 


Acie clanged raucously. The inmates of the 


would be sacrilege to force her lips to utter words 
of prayer or praise while -her whole soul was in re- 
volt at the conditions in which her lot was cast. 

And she had asked so little of “Fate”—had not 
rebelled when- the comfortable fortune left by her 
father had been suddenly swept away through the 
failure of a supposedly sound trust company. Both 
she and her delicate, half-invalid mother had borne 
this misfortune bravely in the expectation that 
Leslie would be able to secure a position with a 
salary sufficient to eke out the tiny pension which 
Mrs. Stearns received as the widow of a private 
soldier who had lost his life in our war with Spain. 
But the only thing that had offered was this place ds 
caretaker in a Children’s Home where the only re- 
turn, in addition to shelter, food, and laundry, was 
a sum barely enough to clothe the girl decently. So, 
for the first time in their lives the mother and 
daughter were separated, for the tiny pension just 
sufficed to. pay Mrs. Stearns’ board and lodging with 
a former servant who through fondness for her for- 
mer employer would give the gentle little lady the 
care and kindness she needed. 


NLIKE some natures that are mellowed by 
misfortune, Leslie had grown hard and bitter 
in her distasteful occupation and separation from 
the mother she adored. She stood disdainfully 
aloof both from her co-workers and her charges. 
The petty jealousies and little meannesses of the 
former, inevitable among twenty women whose hori- 
zons are limited by narrow institutional walls, loomed 
larger in the girl’s scornful eyes than did their real 
goodness and conscientious, if mechanical, care of 
the homeless waifs entrusted to their keeping. As 
for the children themselves, they had so far failed 
to arouse in her even a passing interest. . 
When dinner was over, Leslie, who was expected 
to oversee the recreation hour of some forty girls, 
followed them into the playground this dull, chilly 
winter day with even more than her usual reluc- 
tatice, and sat down in a sheltered corner with a little 
shiver of disgusted resignation. Hardly had she done 
so when the shriek of one who finds herself bereft 
of her dearest possession rent the air. 

“Q Miss Stearns!. Miss Stearns! I lo-st my red 
be-ads!” yelled a big, uncouth girl. “I bet Mabel 
Rask stole ’em off me.. She was sweepin’ out the 
school-room jus’ before dinner, and I was wearin’ 
’em this mornin’.” 

“I didunt steal your beads, Tilly Bean—I didunt— 
I never!” a pretty, timid-looking child protested. 





_“I betcher she did, Miss Stearns,” Tilly Bean per+ 
sisted. “Only yesterday she was askin’ me couldn't 


she wear ’em, an’ she ain’t never left off starin’ at: 


"em since they was give to me.” 

“They was so pretty I couldn’t help it,” Mabel 
wailed. “But I never stole ’em, honest I didunt.” 

“Are you sure you didn’t have them at dinner, 
Tilly?” Leslie asked wearily. 

“Yes’m, I am,” Tilly replied with emphasis. 

“Well, you and Lizzie Higgins may go to ‘the 
aay and see if you can find them,” Leslie 
said. 

She was profoundly indifferent to the fate of the 
lost beads, and as the three girls left her, she rested 
her aching head on her hands and lost herself in 
sorrowful thoughts of the mother who she knew 
needed the love and cheer that only she could give. 
She started violently as a hand plucked at her sleeve, 
and Lizzie Higgins’ voice implored: 

“Please, Miss Stearns, may I go into the dining- 
room all by myself a little while?” 

“Certainly not!” Leslie said sharply. “Haven’t you 
found the beads?” 

“No’m, an’ Mabel’s cryin’ an’ Tilly’s knockin’ her 
somethin’ fierce.” 

“Well, you know it is forbidden to go into the 
dining-room between meals,” Leslie said. “More- 
over, Tilly is sure she didn’t have the beads at 
dinner.” 

“Yes’m, I wasn’t expectin’ to find ’em there,” Liz- 
zie acquiesced. “But please let me go in there, jus’ 
this once. . It’s. the only place where I can be by 
myself an’ I’ve jus’ got to ask God to let me find 
those beads, so Mabel can be ’dopted.” 

“What do you mean, Lizzie?” the girl said im- 
patiently. 


VEY, don’t you ’member the lady that came here 
last week lookin’ for an orphunt to ’dopt?” Liz- 
zie demanded. “We ain’t sure which she’s goin’ to 
take, she went away to think it over. But we all 
think it’s goin’ to be Mabel ’cause she’s the prettiest.” 

“What has that got to do with Tilly’s beads?” 
Leslie asked. 

“Folks won’t ’dopt orphunts that steal,” Lizzie 
said, lowering her voice. “An’ if them beads ain’t 
found right off Tilly’s goin’ to tell the matron, an’ 
she'll tell. the lady, She’ll say it is her duty—an’ Mis’ 
Green always does what she says is her duty,” the 
child concluded dejectedly. 

“But if ‘the lady’ doesn’t take Mabel there may be 
a chance for you,” Leslie suggested, feeling a sudden 
curiosity to hear what the child would say. “In 
— of the ‘home and love and cheer’ for which you 
children give thanks three times a day,” she added 
cynically, “I notice that you all seem uncommonly 
anxious to be ‘dopted,’ as you call it.” 

“’Course we want to be ‘dopted,” Lizzie’ acknowl- 
edged. “They’re good to us here, but it must be 
grand to have a home and folks of your own. But 
there ain’t no chance for me,” she continued cheer- 
fully. “Folks want pretty ones, an’ Mis’ Green says 
I’m homely as a hedge fence.” 

For the first time Leslie regarded the upturned 
face with faint interest. There was no doubt that 
Mrs. Green’s harsh verdict was justified. The big 
blue eyes gazing at the girl with wistful resignation 
had a decided cast in them, the thick black hair was 
dull and lustreless, the fair skin was marred by num- 
berless freckles, the mouth was wide, the nose tip- 
tilted, and the thin body angular and awkward. 

“If you are so sure, Lizzie, that God hears and 
answers prayer, why don’t you ask him to make some 
kind lady take a fancy to you in spite of your lack 
of beauty?” Leslie asked remorselessly. 

“T have—lots of times,” Lizzie acknowledged. “But 
I guess, if folks is bound an’ determined not to do 
things, God just has to let ’em go their own way— 
there ain’t no accountin’ for some things that happen 
if he don’t,” she sighed with the premature, uncanny 
wisdom of the children of the poor. “But, please, 
may I go now an’ pray about Lizzie’s beads?” 

“Yes, you may go, but I don’t see that your 
prayers have been answered any more than—than 
mine were,” Leslie said bitterly. 





“Why, God hears me most always,” the child said 


eagerly. “He cured Mis’ Green’s sore finger, an’ 

Tommy Smith’s bad leg, an’ he sent Bessie Cummins 

a mother, an’ lots of other things I asked him to— 

I'll tell you ’bout ’em sometime, but I got to go now.” 
* * + 


FEW moments later she was back again, her 
plain little face alight with joy, a string of cheap 
red beads clasped tight in her hand. 

“Look! Look!” she cried. “God did show me 
where to find ’em, Miss Stearns!* I knelt down an’ 
pouxed hard, an’ when I opened my eyes I saw the 

ads lying right by .Tilly’s plate. She must of 
tooken ‘em off an’ forgot ’em, an’ they was jus’ the 
color of the tablecloth, so maybe nobody’d seen ’em 
till after Mis’ Green had told the lady if I hadn’t 
sked God to make my eyes sharp enough to find ’em.” 

Leslie looked down at the plain, freckled little 
face, illumined with the beautiful light of an utterly 
selfless joy, and at the sight, the hard, bitter, re- 
bellious feelings that she had harbored ever since 
her entrance to the Home were swept away in a flood 
of admiration—of compassion. 

“You poor—you dear little thing!” she exclaimed. 
“And J have thought of nothing but my own trou- 
bles ever since I came here!” Then, the constant, 
aching op for her mother intensified by a sud- 
den, intense desire to give this homeless child the 
desire of her heart, she sighed, half to herself: 

“Oh, if I’ could only take you away, dear, to be 
my own little sister!” 

“Oh, if you could—would you—honest?” the de- 
lighted, incredulous. child stammered. 

Leslie stooped and kissed her as she answered, 
“T surely would, dear, and I’d share my mother with 
you, too—the darlingest mother in all the whole wide 


world.” 
wae peer 


Tat night, for the first time in months, saw Les- 
lie Stearns kneeling by the side of her narrow 
white bed, little dreaming that the answer to the peti- 
tions she was so humbly, so repentantly, uttering was 
even then speeding toward her, in the form of a letter 
from her mother. 

“My dearest Little Girl,” the mother wrote, “Poor 
Aunt Martha is gone—the news came to-day. At the 
time of our misfortune, I wrote her without your 
knowledge, begging her to give us a home with her. 
I couldgnot bear the thought of separation from you 
—I knew,that my little pension would pay my board, 
and I was confident that you, who love country life, 
could be of real use to her. But she replied that she 
was too accustomed to living alone, too ‘set in her 
ways’ to want us. I never told you, for I was afraid 
it would make you feel unkindly toward your great- 


‘aunt—I, being older, could make allowances for her. 


I am glad that I never permitted myself to doubt 
her real affection for me, for now she is gone, and 
has left me all she had—her little farm of ten acres, 
and money enough to make us comfortable. 

“You must give up your position and come to me 
at once. And now, dearest, I want you to do some- 
thing which you may not quite like—for you have 
not seemed to take much interest in any of your lit- 
tle charges. But we—you and I—ought to do some- 
thing to show our gratitude for the great mercy 
vouchsafed us, for we need never: be separated again. 
And surely we could show it in no better way than 
by taking one of those little orphans. Pick out the 
plainest, most unattractive one you can find, dear, 
and we will give her the home and the love that other- 
wise she might never have. 

“Don’t delay, little girl—I have missed you more 
than I dared to say until now when our parting is 
almost ended.—Mother.” 

* * * 


i} WAS on their happy homeward way that Leslie, 
regarding the rapt, radiant, sensitive face opposite 
her, exclaimed with mock dismay: 

“Lizzie, I’m afraid mother is going to be disap- 
pointed. I’m beginning to ‘ha’ ma douts,’ as the 
Scotch say, as to your being really as ‘homely as a 
hedge fence.’” 

The child looked at her shyly, questioningly: “Do 
you mean I’m maybe going to be good-looking when 
I grow up?” she asked breathlessly. 

“When you’re grown up ron 5 a surgeon has 
straightened those big blue eyes, and mother has 
given that thick black hair a hundred strokes of the 
brush every night for all those years, and those 
freckles have been eliminated and those angles filled 
out,” Leslie said gravely, “I shouldn’t be—one—bit— 
surprised if you were.” 

The wide, mobile mouth flashed into a briliiant 
smile, disclosing a set of absolutely perfect white 
teeth as Lizzie settled back in her seat with a sigh 
of utter happiness. But after a moment’s reflection 
she burst out: 

“It would be nice to be pretty, but if your mother’s 
going to be disappointed, Miss Leslie—why we can 
just let the straightening and the hair-brushing go. 
I shan’t mind havin’ ugly hair or crooked eyes nor 
nothin’ now that I’ve got a home an’ a big sister an’ 
a mother.” 
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Golden Text: As thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.—Matthew 8 : 13 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HE Youth’s Companion tells of a young man in” 
an operating room who asked the great surgeon 
there, “Of course you do not believe in the fool- 
ishness called prayer 2 

“And why not?” the surgeon asked. 

“What? A man with your scientific training!” the 
younger man exclaimed. 

“And why not?” the keen-faced elderly man re- 
peated. 

“Surely you cannot believe that God would upset 
all the laws of nature to grant the request of some 
one of his creatures. You know how inexorable are 
the laws of nature.” ' 

“That’s exactly why I believe so strongly in the 
efficacy of prayer.” 

Then the surgeon went on: “The skeptic seems to 
think that if a prayer were answered all the laws of 
nature would be smashed to pieces. That is not nec- 
essarily the case. Why does this instrument that I 
hold in my hand not fall to the floor?” 

“Why, because you are sustaining it.” 

“Exactly. And yet the law of gravitation is not 
wrecked or jonted. It is merely superseded by a 
higher law—the law of life. Gravity is the great law 
of the inorganic world. But the great law of the 
organic world—the law of life—is superior to it. 
Why may there not be a law in the next plane of 
nature—the spiritual—that just as naturally super- 
sedes some of the laws of the organic world, without 
outraging a single law of nature?” 

I guess it could,” the young man stam- 
“Then there is something in prayer, after all?” 

“*The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much,’” the doctor quoted. “I tell you, my 
friend, prayer changes things.” And the young man 
knew from the light on the older: man’s face that 
here was one man at least for whom prayer had 
changed things-——many things. 

Our Background Material 


The last of the “seven keys” to the Gospel of John 
is the phrase “His name,” characteristic of this evan- 
gelist, and occurring no less than eleven times in 
chapters 14 to 17, The “Name” always means the 
revealed character. 

The whole Gospel is built up on the truths asso- 
ciated with these seven terms or “keys.” See if the’ 
class can give the seven keys from memory, with a 
word of explanation on each. 

This and other valuable “background” material 
is given fully in a pamphlet “How to Study the 
Gospel of John,” by Dr. Griffith Thomas; it may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company for 
three cents, two copies for five cents. (The second 
edition was quickly exhausted, but a third edition 
is now ready.) Each member should have a copy. 


The Lesson Itself 
The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain parageaphe in those articles will help in 

quickly locating the references. 

There are eight plainly seen facts in this lesson: 

. A man in desperate need. 

Jesus Christ at hand. 

. Coming to Jesus in prayer. 

The seeker tested by Christ. 

The seeker meets the test. 

. Jesus’ command, and his statement of fact. 

. Belief and obedience. 

The successful result. 


1. When is a person in desperate need? See what 
the class think. When he is facing terrible disaster 
that he is powerless to prevent—then surely he is in 
desperate need. What shows that the nobleman was 
in desperate need? The last five words of verse 47. 
The terrible character of this fever and sickness is 
shown by Dr. Mackie (1); and the need in the home 
is vividly portrayed by Miss Frederick (1, 2). 

How many persons are in desperate need to-day? 
How often is the average person in desperate need? 
Get the class to discuss this matter of “desperate 
need” in relation to the everyday life of all of us. 

2. Fortunately Jesus was near by while this boy 
was “at the point of death.” So “the fact of Christ” 
was a big and blessed one in the situation. But that 
was nineteen centuries ago. How about the “fact of 

Christ” to-day? Is he still within twenty-five miles 
of us, as when the Capernaum nobleman found him 
at Cana? Let the class discuss this. 


3. “He went unto him, and besought him that he 


ON OUbwh 


LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 18 JESUS HEALS A NOBLEMAN’S SON 


John 4 : 43-54. Commit verses 49-51 


43 And after the two days he went forth from thence into 
Galilee. 44 For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath 
no honor in his own country. 45 So when he came into 
Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the 
things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast: for they also 
went unto the feast. 

46 He came fherefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where 
he made the water wine. And there was a certain 1 noble- 
man, whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard 
that Jesus was come out of Judza into Galilee, he went 
unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and 
hea! his son; for he was at the point of death. 48 Jesus 
therefore said unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will in no wise believe. 49 The 1 nobleman saith unto 
him, * Sir, come down ere my child die. 50 Jesus saith unto 
him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. The man believed the 
word that Jesus spake unto him, and he went his way. 
51 And as he was now going down, his * servants met him, 
saying, that his son lived. 52 So he inquired of them the 
hour when he began to amend. They said therefore unto 
nim, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. 
53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in which 
Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, 
and his whole house. 54 This is again the second sign that 
jesus did, having come out of Judza into Galilee. 


2Or, king’s officer. *Or, Lord *Gr. bondservants. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson E’ Gene : 








vould heal.” He prayed, in other words. Was this 
a practical, or an impractical thing to do? Why 
would it not have been more practical to “let nature 
take its course”? Referring to the illustration in 
“Getting Started in Class,” was this nobleman asking 
God to wreck the laws of nature? Could the noble- 
man have been practical and irreligious at the same 
time, in this crisis? Suppose the nobleman had said 


. that he would simply do his best for the boy, without 


bringing Jesus into it; would he have been practical? 
Notice the tremendously effective illustration in the 
reply of the superintendent of a mill made to a 
worker, in the Illustration Round Table (2). Also 
tellsthe class of the little swallow that “won the 
argument” (Round Table, 4). 


4. Jesus’ reply (v. 48) seems like a rebuff. Was 
it? Why did Jesus say this? It was a real test of 
the faith of this seeker. Has your faith ever been 
tested after you have prayed earnestly for some- 
thing? How does God. test the faith of earnest 
Christian seekers to-day? Why does God ever test 
our faith in such ways? 


5. If the nobleman had lost his faith in Jesus he 
would have turned away and left Him without fur- 
ther request. The pleading importunity of his an- 
swer (v. 49) shows how much in earnest he was, and 
how steadfastly he believed in Jesus. Do you be- 
lieve in God just as much after He has seemed to 
ignore a prayer of yours as you did before? Does 
your faith depend upon evidences, or upon God’s 
bare word? Have the class read aloud Job 13:15, 
and Habakkuk 3: 17-19. 


6. Then Jesus said two things. One is a command; 
the other is a statement of fact. He tells the man to 
do something; and he tells the man that something is 
a fact. “Go thy way,”—that is very simple. An- 
other command, “Believe on me,” Jesus gives to all 
men to-day. What other commands of Jesus can 
the class think of, spoken to us all to-day? 

Does Jesus make any statements of fact to us 
to-day? See if the class can think of any. “I am 
with you always” (Matt. 28:20). Romans 8: 28 is 
another. Romans 6:14 is another—so tremendous 
that many Christians do not believe it, although God 
declares it. “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 
1z:9) is another. What are we doing with these 
statements of fact from the lips of our Lord? 


7. Two splendid things followed: “the man believed 
... and he went.” He accepted Christ’s statement of 
fact, and he obeyed Christ’s commandment. No one 
can ever do better than that in all time or eternity. 
Yet it is so simple that any one and every one can 
do exactly that all the time. 

This nobleman proved that he was ready to be- 
lieve without any external sign, as Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II,.1) shows. How quickly we should be- 
lieve and love and obey Jesus. is made plain in the 
Round Table (1). How the nobleman did not act 
when Jesus first spoke to him, is pointed out. by 
Mr. Howard (1). Jesus gave the nobleman no evi- 
dence that what He said was true; shall we believe 
without any evidence? The Round Table (5) gives 
a striking answer. But wasn’t it unreasonable to be- 
lieve that Jesus could heal the sick boy twenty-five 
miles away? This question is discussed and illus- 
trated in Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 1-2). 

The nobleman had faith, in other words. What is 
faith? Three things that it consists of, in relation 
to Christ, are made plain by Dr. Griffith Thomas 











(III, 3, 4). The same writer in his Section IV 

‘he Lesson Outlined,” gras a valuable analysis of 
faith. And faith is well illustrated by “getting on 
the platform,” as in the Round Table (3). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


8. The Golden Outcome is always assured, when 
esus is in charge and when we believe and obey. 

hat was the successful result in the home of this 
nobleman? Perfect healing. 
done. The desperate need, before which the father 
was helpless, was met in perfect sufficiency. 

Now we are in “desperate need” all the time. That 
is, we are so helpless and hopeless by our sinful na- 
ture that we are heading inevitably for disaster that 
we are powerless to prevent. Even to Christian be- 
lievers Jesus says, “Apart from me ye can do noth- 
ing” (John 15:5). This very need and its desper- 
ateness are, indeed, great blessings: for it means 
that we must keep close to Christ. How close to 
him? “Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than 
hands and feet,”—for his command to us is, “Abide 
in me, and I in you” (John 15:4). As we do this, 
by unconditional surrender to his mastery at every 
point in our life, and by simple belief that he is 
speaking the truth when he says, “My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee,”"—then what? “He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same beareth much fruit.” “If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask what- 
soever ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 
15:5, 7). Is the “successful result” going on in our 
lives all the time? It is sure to—if we abide. 
Teaching Points 

The nobleman’s prayer was intercessory; the des- 
perate need was that of another person, who per- 
haps was ‘unconscious of his own need. So we can 
bring other souls to .Jesus through intercession,— 
others who are unconscious of their own need,— 
until they are healed and believe for themselves. 

The nobleman “believed through,’ -hence Christ 
could bless him. If he had believed only at the be- 
ginning, and then had failed to continue to believe, 
there would have been no such outcome. 

Some of the results in the life of this father (Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, III, 2). 

Sons are almost certain to follow their fathers 
(Mr. Ridgway, 1) 

When God lets pain and suffering come into our 
midst, let us praise him. He wants to make it the 
occasion of a great and wonderful blessing. 


When we are ready to believe without “signs and 
wonders,” God gladly works them for us. 

The only safe way to “go our way” is to go in the 
Way—abide in Christ. 

Compare verse 53 with Daniel 9: 23, first clause. 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

What several things proved that the nobleman was 
a practical man? 

Were the nobleman and his whole house too im- 
pulsive, in believing on Jesus (v. 53) so quickly? 


Have people as much reason for believing on ' 


Jesus to-day as the nobleman and his house had? 

To which class of people does Christ appeal more, 
the “classes” or the “masses”? Why? 

Of what was this miracle a sign? 

Discuss in class the meaning of the Lesson Cartoon 
(on page 67): does it affect the present life and ex- 
perience of any of ourselves? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5: 1-15). 


Thirty-eight years is a long time to wait. Do you 
now any one who has been incurably sick thirty- 
eight years? Suppose you should,go to such a one, 
and say, “To-day you are to be perfectly cured. 
Jesus is going to do it.” How do you think that 
one would feel toward Jesus after the cure had been 
accomplished? Well, there are many such persons 
in the world to-day, “incurable,” who are healed; 
they feel toward Jesus just as you would suppose. 

Why did Jesus ask the question he did of the sick 
man: 

What two mistakes was the sick man making, in 
his expectations? 

What was remarkable in Jesus’ command to the 
man in verse 8? 


Why did the Jews’ arguments fail with this man? 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The impossible was’ 





























LESSON FOR FEB. 18 (John 4 : 43-54) 


-_The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. What Are the Facts? ; 
Connection.—Christ at length reached Galilee on 
his return from Jerusalem through Samaria (4: 
3, 4) at the close of his first visit to the capital (2: 
12, 13). There is a clear connection between the 
first and second miracles (4: 46, 54), and though this 
may be only chronological, marking the opening of 
the Galilean ministry and the return thither, it is 
possible that there is a deeper connection, the first 
miracle or “sign” being connected with marriage, 
and the second with home; the first with the joy of 


a wedding. and the second with the sorrow of a: 


family. rist and life’s gladness, and then Christ 
and life’s sadness. 

Persons.—The nobleman was some officer of the 
royal household. Herod Antipas, the ruler of Gali- 
lee, was sometimes called king. 

Places.—Galilee was the northern province of Pal- 
estine, on the west of the Jordan, and was the center 
of most of our Lord’s ministry. Cana, where the first 
miracle was wrought (2:1-11), is associated with 
two different sites, one about nine miles northwest 
of Nazareth, and the other, known as Kefr Kenna, 
between Nazareth and Tiberias. The latter is usually 
thought to be the real Cana, though weighty authori- 
ties hs the former, which is now known as Kana- 
el-Jelil. Capernaum is on the Lake of Galilee, and 
the ruins of Tell-Hum are usually thought to be the 
site. It was then a town of commercial importance, 
on the way from Damascus to the Mediterranean Sea, 
and was the Jewish capital of Galilee, as Tiberias 
was the Roman. 

Time.—The winter of A. D. 27. 

Books.—Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents), sec- 
tion 29; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the Life and 
Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, $1), pp. 34, 35; Vollmer, “The Modern Stu- 
dent’s Life of Christ” (Revell, $1 nef), pp. 99, 100. 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 

Verse 43.—Two days. From verse 40. 

Verse 44.—Owm country. A difficult verse, because 
the same idea is found elsewhere with reference to 
Galilee (Luke 4: 23; Mark 6: 4), and it seems impos- 
sible to think that here it can refer to Galilee as a 
whole, in the light of verse 45. It is, therefore, much 


“ more likely and natural that the reference is to the 


northern part of Galilee with Capernaum and Cana, 
instead of his own country of lower Galilee and his 


_ own city of Nazareth. The proverb is therefore in- 


troduced to account for the fact that he went to 
Cana rather than to Nazareth. : 

Verse 48.—Signs and wonders. The inward and 
outward aspects of a miracle (2:11). Christ thus re- 
minded him that unless some striking deed were done 
he would not believe. “Ye” seems to refer to Gali- 
leans generally (v. 45), of whom he would thus bg a 
representative. Contrast the Samaritans (v. 41). * 

Verse 49—Come down. Capernaum was situated 
much lower than Cana, and so “down” is accurate. 

Verse 50.—Go. Christ recognized and responded 
to the father’s earnest appeal, but tested his faith in 
order to strengthen it and to lead the man to believe 
the word without external signs. Believed. The man’s 
response was thorough and immediate and quite inde- 
pendent of the working of a miracle. (1) 

Verse 52—Began. Evidently thinking that the 
healing would be gradual, not immediate. Seventh 
hour. By Jewish reckoning, one o’clock in the after- 
noon, Cana being about twenty-five miles from Caper- 
naum. As the Jewish day was from sunrise to sunset, 
a new day was already present in what we should call 
the same evening. By the Roman reckoning, it would 
be probably seven in the evening, and if the father 
started off as soon as possible after seven, they would 
meet in the early morning after midnight, and so on 
the next day. 

Verse 53.—Knew. Recognizing the direct connec- 
tion between Christ’s word and his son’s recovery. 
Believed. A still further development of trust, as 
the outcome of this new experience, and affecting his 
house as well as himself. 

Verse 54.—Second. Some close connection be- 
tween the two miracles, probably because both were 
wrought in Galilee, one before and the other imme- 
diately after the work in Judea. Sign. Manifesta- 
tion of his glory (2:11). Note that this miracle is 
to be clearly distinguished from that in Matthew 8:5 
and Luke 7:2. The differences are far too numerous 
and important to admit of any identification. 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


This miracle, like others, is a parable of the Gospel 
of Christ. 

1. The Great Sorrow (v. 46). This is seen (1) in 
a home; (2) among the rich; (3) about a child. An 
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Arab proverb says that “grief is a black camel that 
kneels at every one’s gate. " 

2. The Great Saviour (vs. 47-50). His aid is (1) 
= (v. 47). Then he is (2) asked (v. 49), and 
as the outcome he is (3) trusted (v. 50). 

3. The Great Satisfaction (vs. 51-54). We can 
imagine something of what the father felt as he heard 
the words, “thy son liveth,” and his satisfaction took 
three forms: (1) trustful obedience (v. 50); (2) 
page ta iy (v. 51); (3) thorough blessing (vs. 
53, 54)- 

4. The Great Secret, Everything is associated 
with the man’s trust, and it is this effect of Christ on 


-human life which links together the various incidents 


in this Gospel, as illustrated in every chapter. After 
the Samaritans are brought into personal contact with 
Christ through faith, we see the same element in the 
story of this nobleman, and it will be well for us to 
analyze what faith really is. (1) It starts with an 
intellectual perception of facts. The man knew o 

Christ and his works and accepted them as realities. 
(2) Then follows a general belief in the value o 

these facts. The man knew what Christ had done 
for others, and on this account he believed that he 
would do the same for him. (3) Then everyting 
culminates in appropriating trust in the Person an 

Word of Christ. The man took Christ at his word 
and rested entirely upon him. (3) 

The result of his faith was the enjoyment of (1) 
immediate blessing, (2) clear assurance, and (3 
deeper experience. Faith, therefore, rises from the 
acceptance of facts to a personal trust which rests 
on Christ himself. We start by saying, “I may trust,” 
and then we follow with “I must” and “I will,” and 
then comes “I do.” Slightly to alter some well-known 
words, we may say that Faith means: Forsaking All, 
I Trust Him. (4) 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 
A story of the progress of faith. 
1. The Beginning of Faith (vs. 46-48; Heb. 11: 1-6). 
(1) Its undoubted existence (vs. 46, 47). 
(2) Its unsafe foundation (v. 48). “Signs 
and wonders.” 
(3) Its unsound material (v. 48). “See.” 


2. The Training of Faith (vs. 48-50; Mark 1: 40-45). 
(1) Sincerity tested (v. 48). 
(2) Belief examined (v. 50). 
(3) Confidence proved (v. 50). 


3. The Maturity of Faith (vs. 50-54; Matt. 8: 5-13). 
(1( Absolute reliance (v. 50). 
(2) Strong confidence (vs. 51, 53). 
(3) Fuller experience (v. 53). 

Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronro. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Will,” “Bill,” “Billy” of Coatesville—A prophet 
hath no honor in his own country (v. 44). I was out 
at Johnstown, Pa., last week speaking to the men’s 
Bible classes in that splendid little steel city. I never 
knew what a great(!)man I was until the toastmaster 
and the Methodist minister got done with me. Here 
in little old Coatesville, where folks see me day after 
day swinging up and down First Avenue and cross- 
stitching on the Lincoln Highway, I am only “Will,” 
“Bill,” “Double You Aich” to the grown-ups and 
“Uncle Billy” to all the kids. Jack McCorkle and all 
the other old fellows down at the shop where I was a 
“cub” with them and scratched.castings and helped 
“pour off” and cut bolts and ran a lathe couldn’t 
think to say “Mr. Ridgway” if they had to lose their 
jobs. Until these old mechanics die, even though now 
I am the “old man,” to them I must be only “Bill.” 
And not for all the world would I have it otherwise 
with these fine old fellows I love. I believe that Jesus 
felt something in this same way in regard to his own 
town folks (Mark 3: 33-35). He wanted to be always 
their old friend and neighbor plus the religion he had 
to give them. Just as I want all my townsfolk to be 
“my mother and my brethren” and to think of me 
always as the village boy—and accept this same re- 
ligion which with both voice and pen I offer them 
week after week. When the Great Ones come to 
town of course folks turn out in force to do them 
honor, as they ought. But we fellows without home- 
honor will just keep right on living our little Coates- 
ville lives. Some day Cochranville may send for us! 


In the Suburbs.—A certain nobleman, whose son was 
sick(v. 46). Never make the grievous mistake of envy- 
ing the poor fellow with the great mansion on the fine 
estate. The chances are he is doing what one of them 
said to me was his business,—“Running a free board- 
ing house for a pack of thieves.” Or perhaps, as I 
have often known to be the sad case, the “nobleman” 
whose noble estate so attracts you has a “sick son.” 
The millionaire whose palace tops the hill outside the 
town has it furnished and equipped with all things 
necessary save one. From cellar to cockloft there is 
not to be found a single suggestion of anything relig- 
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ious. Unless perhaps in the servants’ quarters (2 
Kings 5:2). On the dining-room sideboard are the 
decanters. On the drawing-room table are the decks. 
In the splendid library are to be found all the great 
words in print except the words of God. It is into 
many such homes as this that many a nobleman’s 
son. has been born. Here he grows up, and from here 
he goes to the devil. There is no other way to say it. 
And you can all illustrate locally from “sick sons” 
ou ow. Wealth and position, high walls and 
rred doors, do not keep out our adversary any more 
than they keep out Grippe. There must be a watch- 
man on the premises, there must be sanitation in the 
maysion. Religion is the only sure keeper of the 
lawn, the only known disinfectant of the house (Prov. 
6:22; John 15:3). 

“Dad.”—When he heard that Jesus was come... 
he went unto him...and besought him (v. 47). If 
all noblemen were as wise as this one the “sick sons” 
would be cured. The father found Jesus, and Jesus 
found the son. It is a mechanical movement that 
never gets out of order (Acts 2:38, 39). Among 
the converted “down-and-outers” that came to Coates- 
ville to work in the mills was a man who held the 
record at the Philadelphia House of Correction in 
the number of commitments. He had a son almost 
as drunken as himself. In the effort to get his family 
together again this son was sent for. “So, Dad, 
you've got religion, and are on the water-wagon, hey? 
All right, old man; I'll get on, too. An’ I'll stay on 

*just as logg as you do—an’ don’t you fergit it!” As 
I write both are still on top of the tank. There is 
not a father in the land, more especially the father 
in the high place, the nobleman father, who if he 
but came to Jesus can’t get the cure for the “sick son.” 
Note, I write “come to Jesus,” and not “join church.” 
Lots of noblemen join church who do not know 
= They never see him. Never talk to him. 

ever much think of him. If they should even try to 
talk to him, would feel as embarrassed as you did the 
first time you talked over the telephone. Listen! To 
most teen age boys “Dad” is the greatest authority on 
earth. “My Pop says” so and so. There is scarcely 
a boy but will walk right up to the Saviour if “Dad” 
will take him by the hand. And there is never a father 
with a “sick” boy but can have an immediate audience 
with the Great Physician (2 Cor. 6:2). (1) 

The Blood and the Bloom.—E-rcept ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will in no wise believe (v. 48). Yes, 
signs and wonders are what some minds ask for as an 
inducement to believe God. And behold, signs and 
wonders are all around and about us every day. Only 
this morning I have been in a great packing house at 
the Union Stock “Yards. Among other cheerful( !) 


, things they showed me were great tanks of blood. 


Ugh! “What do you make from that?” I asked. 
“Dried blood,” was the reply. “And pray what do 
they do with dried blood?” “They grow the rare roses.” 
See those glorious American Beauties, a dollar a 
bloom, on their long stems, filling the room with 
beauty and fragrance. The wonder of the blood. 
From the life stream of the cattle of the meadows 
comes the perfection of all loveliness in the flower. 
The blood and the bloom are one. This is only an- 
other of the “signs and wonders” of our daily life to 
which every thoughtful and reverent mind must hum- 
bly bow with the answer, “I do believe.” If this 
daily evidence of God does not convince a man, no 
signs in the sky nor wonders upon the earth will. 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


yw 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
-specially desired, and will stand a better ch of pt 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Some Day ?—When he heard,... he went unto him 
(v. 47). There are a great many people like that 
Indian native who told a missionary that he believed 
in Jesus Christ, and meant to give him his love some 
day. A native helper turned to him and said, “If you 
and I were walking through the jungle and came face 
to face with a tiger, if I placed myself in front and 
said, ‘Run, brother, for your life!’ would you love 
me?” “Yes, surely.” “When, some day?” The 
native’ saw the power of the friend’s argument and 
said, “I will give myself to him now, and you must 
baptize me to-morrow.”—From G. C. Leader. Sent 
by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 


Gifted in Prayer.—Besought him that he would 
come down, and heal his son (v. 47). Uncle Nat 
was telling Aunt Dinah about the new preacher at the 
colored church. “He’s pow’ful smaht man, most 
specially in the mattah ob prayer. Why, he axes fer 
lots of things dat dis niggah never knowed de Lawd 
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had.” Is it not too often true that we 
miss many of God's best blessings be- 
cause we fail to realize that he has them 
to give, and therefore do not ask for 
them? As James puts it, “Ye have not, 
because ye ask not.”—Adapted from The 
Expositor. Sent by Rev. T, De Courcy 
Rayner, Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


What Is Our Best?—He went unto 
him, and besought him that he would 
come down, and heal his son (v. 47). 
In a factory where delicate fabrics were 
woven, when the threads at any time 
became tangled the operatives were re- 
quired to press a button and the super- 
intendent would appear to rectify things. 
One one occasion, however, though a 
young girl had just a little while before 
touched the button for assistance, a 
woman who was an old hand at the 
work thought she “knew,” and could 
et along without this formality. The 
threads became inextricably mixed, and 
much damage ensued. To the superin- 
tendent she said, “I did my best.” To 
which he replied, “Doing your best is 
sending for me.”—From the Homiletic 
Review. Sent by Rev. John A. Brad- 
ford, Arnprior, Ont., Can. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this-tllus- 
tration. (2) 


Stepping On.—The man believed the 
word that Jesus spake unto him, and he 
went his way (v. 50). Sam Jones was 
talking to a man of weak faith.. The 
doubter asked if Mr. Jones could not 
give him a demonstration of religion. 
“None,” was the reply; “you must get 
inside the fold, and the demonstration 
will come of itself. Out West they have 
a plan for watering cattle. The cattle 
have to mount a platform to reach the 
troughs As they step on the platform 
their weight presses a lever, and this 
throws the water into the troughs. They 
have to get on the platform through 
faith, and this act provides the water 
and leads them to it. That’s the way 
with religion. You've got to get on the 
platform.”"—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, 
Eng. (3) 


Better than Winning the Argument. 
—The man believed the word that Jesus 
spake unto him, and he went his way 
(v. 50). The story is told of a young 
swallow, not a year old, who proved 
conclusively that his father and mother 
were wrong in migrating South for the 
winter. Having proved this, he re- 
mained North, to see what Christmas 
weather was like. Long before Christ- 
mas the poor little swallow was found 
dead on the ground. He had had the 
better of the argument, and the worst 
of the experience. If we are arguing, 
conclusively to ourselves, against some- 
thing that God offers us.and that the 
Word of God says is true, it may en- 
rich our experience to turn away from 
our arguments and, without even at- 
tempting to understand’ everything, 
just believe God—From an editorial in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by W., 
J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. (4) 


The King’s Word.—The man believed 
the word that Jesus spake unto him (v. 
50). When William, Prince of Orange, 
handed a chosen man a written pledge 
for a high position in his kingdam if 
the man would support him, the man de- 
clined it, saying, “Your Majesty’s word 
is sufficient. I would not serve a king 
if I could not trust his word.” The 
word of our King is worthy of our full- 
est confidence, and we can rely upon its 
complete fulfilment—From The Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. (5) 


ww 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
issionary to the Jews 


PROPHET hath no honor in his 

own country (v. 44). The reputa- 
tion of being a man of God, with power 
to reveal secrets and do works of heal- 
ing, is usually acquired by some distant 
recluse, about whom rumor has spread 
magnified reports that, lead to pilgrim- 
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age and consultation. Saul understood 
the situation when he said to his servant 
that it was impossible to go to the seer 
without a fee for his services. In the 
same spirit of superstition an Arabic 
proverb says, “The near-at-hand church 
works no miracles.” 


At the seventh hour the fever left him 
(v. 52). Such fevers of the dengue or 
malarial order are still prevalent around 
the Lake of Galilee, especially where 
there is decaying vegetation, or low- 
lying ground is being broken up. The 
patient suffers from dry, burning heat 
in the body, rapidly consuming the 
strength, accompanied by intense head- 
ache, and often attended with delirium. 
When the fever breaks, the skin at once 
becomes soft and moist, the temperature 
drops, and the patient falls into a re- 
freshing sleep. (1) . 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
bd 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—-Lord Jesus, 
forgive us fog in any way doubting thee. 
Teach us that when thy word is given thy 
work is accomplished. May we have the 
faith to go our way in peace when thou hast 
given us assurance of thy care and loving 
purpose. Give us, we pray thee, O Christ, 
thine own faith in order that we may rest 
in thee for every need, and may no emer- 
gency seem to us for a single moment be- 
yond the solving touch of thy loving hand. 
In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Christ’s promise 
is surer than our own finished work. 
When he tells us to go on about our 
business, and to trust him for the big 
thing that we have asked of him, we may 
be perfectly at rest in the midst of our 
work, knowing that he is going to do 
for us even more wonderful things than 
we have asked. 

I wish I might have seen that noble- 
man when Jesus said to him, “Go thy 
way, thy son liveth.” There isn’t a hint 
in the Bible passage that he raised his 
ov or cleared his throat; or 
shifted about from one foot to the other 
while he ventured to ask whether Jesus 
really meant what he said, and whether, 
after all, it might not be better for him 
to come down and see the boy. How 
much precious time we waste, and wick- 
edly waste, in wondering whether Jesus 
is going to be as good as his word. 
When Jesus assures us that everything 
is all right about the matter that is upon 
our minds, don’t you think it cuts him 
to the heart to have us go away shaking 
our heads in doubt and still worrying. 
Let’s not do that any more when we have 
his clear promises before us, and let’s 
think of him as one who is not only 
able,-but more than willing to do more 
than we can ask or think, if we will just 
have complete faith in him. (1) 





HIS. Pests’ 
FOR ME 











Are you greatly troubled about any- 


thing to-day? Ask Jesus about it. 
Then trust! Let ws pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


w 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The Great Physician now is here.” 
“What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 

“ God will take care of you.” 

* Just one touch.” 

“We may not climb the heavenly steeps.” 
“Come, every soul by sin oppressed.” 
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 17: 1-9 (28: 1-3). 
Psalm 7o: 1-5 (141: 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 62: 1-12 (122: 1, 3, 4, 6). 
Psalm 18 : 1-3, 6, 50 (32: 1-4). 
Psalm 147 : 1-11 (320: 1-2). 


3 
Method books you need in Sunday- 





school work are listed in The Sunday 


| School Times’ book catalog. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
-By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc.—Jesus cares 
when children are sick. 


Note.—This is one of the two lessons 
during the six months’ series from 
John’s Gospel in which a child is men- 
tioned. We do not know the name of 
this nobleman’s son. No activity is re- 
corded on the boy’s part. It is a com- 
fort to children to know that Jesus 
cares when children are in sickness or 
trouble. To emphasize this truth it 
seems desirable to supplement to-day’s 
story with others which are similar. 


Review.—Jesus and his disciples were 
returning to Galilee after the Passover 
feast in Jerusalem. They ‘had stopped 
to rest by Jacob’s well in Samaria. 
While the disciples went to buy food a 
woman came to the-« well for water. 
— talked to her about the Water of 

ife. The woman believed that Jesus 


her friends to see and hear him. They 
invited Jesus to spend two whole days 
in their city to teach them. Many be- 
lieved on him. 


Lesson Story—After the two days’ 
visit in Samaria, Jesus and his friends 
journeyed on to Galilee, where they 
lived. Many people were talking about 
Jesus and waiting to see him, because 
some of them had been at the feast and 
had reached home, and told their 
friends what Jesus said and did in 
Jerusalem. 

Among those who were looking for 
Jesus was a nobleman, whose home was 
more than twenty miles away, by the 
Sea of Galilee. (Blocks arranged on a 
table or sand-board, or a drawing, may 
indicate these towns and the road be> 
tween.) ’ 

The nobleman ‘had traveled up hill 
nearly all the way to the town where 
Jesus was staying. There were no 
steam cars nor automobiles. The man 
may have. walked to find Jesus, whose 
power he believed was strong enough 
to heal his boy. 

At first the man asked Jesus to go 
with him to Capernaum to see his sick 
boy, who was at the point of death. 
Jesus said, Except you see signs and 
wonders, you will not believe. The 
anxious father said, Sir, come down, be- 
fore my child dies. 

Jesus had talked to Nicodemus about 
Eternal Life, and to the woman of 
Samaria about the Water of Life. Now 
this father wanted him to save the life 
of his sick boy. When Jesus saw his 
faith, he said, Go your way, your son 
lives. (If you have an old watch or 
clock, turn it to one o’clock to indicate 
the time.) 

The father traveled as fast as possi- 
ble to see his boy again. It was too far 
to reach -home that night, a long jour- 
ney down hill to Capernaum. Next day 
at a turn in the road he saw two men 
hurrying toward him. They were his 
own servants, bringing the good news 
that his boy was living, and the fever 
had left him. The father asked when 
he began to be better. (Show the watch 
or clock.) They told him, and it was 
the very hour when Jesus said, Thy son 
liveth. No wonder the man and every- 
body. in the house believed that Jesus 
cared, and had power to heal. Surely 
that boy must have grown to be a fine 
Christian man. 

Another time, Jesus and three friends 
had been on a mountain. When they 
came down they found a crowd gathered 
and a father who had brought his 
afflicted, deaf and dumb boy to be 
healed (Mark 9: 14-20, also Matt. 17: 
14-18). Jesus said to that father, All 


things. are possible to him that believes. 
The father said, Lord, I believe. 
thou mine unbelief. 
boy. 


Help 
Jesus healed his 





Another time a woman found Jesus 
and asked him to cure her sick daughter 


was the Christ, so she hurried to bring |: 
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(Mark 7: 24-30, also Mztt. 15: 21-28). 
Jesus said to her. O woman, great is 
thy faith: be it done unto thee even as 
thou wilt. Jesus healed her daughter. 
In all three of these cases the faith 
of the parents was so strong that Jesus 
healed their children. 

Another time there was a captain who 
had a sick servant, so he came to ask 
Jesus to heal him (Matt. 8: 5-13). 
Jesus made him happy: by saying, Go 
thy way, as thou hast believed, so be it 
done unto thee (to-day’s memory text.) 

In a song-story about Jesus it says: 

For His bands were always helping, 
And His eye’ were always kind; 
And He never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind. 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-School, by M. 
J. and Patty Hill, Clayton F. Summy Co., 
Chicago, 18 cents.) 


Hand-work.—Write, 
you. 
Peoria, IL. 


He careth for 


4 
My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


GIRL js roused to action through 

her emotions rather than through 
her reason. If she is to feel emotion 
she must experience. It is perfectly 
legitimate to manipulate lesson mate- 
rial in such a way as to enable your 
girls to experience the scene, and thus 
be convinced and moved to decision or 
definite action. 

After Jesus turned the water into 
wine at Cana the whole of Galilee was 
talking about the miracle, of course, but 
after his cleansing of the temple, which 
many Galileans witnessed and returned 
home to report, the whole community 
was agog with excitement. The news 
even penetrated the quiet of the noble- 
man’s home where the son lay sick unto 
death. Let us look in at this home, 


Need.—The father sits with downcast 
head, and -with him several friends si- 
lently await. the doctor, , The mother, is 
by her son’s side trying to soothe him 
as only a mother can. The sister goes 
back and forth to the sick room on lov- 
ing errands. The doctor finally comes, 
and after he has carefully looked the 
lad over he shakes his head. No hope. 
Just make him as comfortable as pos- 
sible. (1) 

So the poor, broken-hearted sister 
hurries out to the court where the big 
water-pots sit in the shade, to get fresh, 
cool water tq bathe him. Away from 
the others she leans up against one of 
the pots and just sobs and sobs. Then 
she has an inspiration. If only Jesus 
were here, who turned the big pots. of 
water into wine—oh, maybe he could 
turn this water into something that 
would help_her brother! (Girls, when- 
ever you have an inspiration to go to 
Jesus about anything, always carry it 
out.) (2) 

A servant bringing water tells her of 
Jesus’ great act in Jerusalem and his-re- 
turn to Cana. So off she goes to her 
father and begs him to go after Jesus. 
Her ardor isn’t dampened by the un- 
responsiveness of the men or their pity- 
ing glances, and she keeps right after 
her father until she wins him and he 
catches her enthusiasm. (¢That’s the 
kind of girl that can be used by our 
Master to convert fathers and brothers 
and sweethearts and friends.) , 


Willingness.—When death is staring 
greedily at us we don’t stand on cere- 
mony or dignity. This nobleman did not 
put on any foolish, snobbish airs; he be- 
sought Jesus to come and heal his son. 
Does any one ever honestly beseech 
Jesus in vain? No, but sometimes he 
tests our faith. In this case Jesus was 
going to grant the prayer, but he was 
not going to do it in a spectacular way. 
So when the nobleman insisted, Jesus 
simply stated that the child lived, and 
bade him return home. And the man 
believed—just took Jesus at his word— 
the thing that most pleases our Master. 


Sufficiency.—Now, can’t you see that 
mother and sister when suddenly ,the 





fever left that beloved body and the lad 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 18 (John 4 : 43-54) 


went off into a restful sleep? You can 
guarantee that they started every ser- 
vant on the place to spread the news 
and hurry to meet the father. They be- 
lieved in “spreading the Gospel.” And 
when the father learned that the actual 
healing was simultaneous with Jesus’ 
statement, he and all his hotise believed 
on Jesus as Saviour, sufficient for every 
need in life or death. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John §: 1-15. 

1. Name some superstitions that you 
placed great faith in as a child. 

2. What do you imagine were some of 
the thoughts of this crippled man as he 
lay there day after day? 

3. If you had heard his pitiful story 
would you have longed to try to. put 
him into the water? 

4. If you had been the lame man 
would you have made the effort when 
Jesus gave His command? 

5. Did you ever see a girl act in a 
way to remind you of the Jews’ attitude 
in verse 10? 

6. Do girls always go to church for 
praise after a blessing, as did this man 
who had been healed? 

Kansas City, Mo. 


ve 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


oy day twenty or thirty years 
from now you boys will come back 
to this town on a visit,” said teacher. 
“In what way will your coming be a 
test ?” 

Fred thought it would show whether 
we had made good or not. Bert sug- 
gested it might recall to people’s minds 
any mean things we did while we were 
boys. Carl said he guessed the minister 
would watch to see whether we had 
stuck to Christ and the church or not. 

Teacher agreed with it all and said 


‘ that is one reason we ought to make a 


_ record as we go along, as Jesus 
id. 

When we came to the story about the 
nobleman, Fatty thought the father must 
have loved his son a lot to go so far 
for-a doctor. 

“Ah,” exclaimed teacher, “you boys 
little know how much your fathers love 
you. Every one of them would lay 
down his life for you.” 

He thinks our fathers would like to 
be sort of chums with us if we would 
let them. Maybe I’ll drop around to 
the store to-night and walk home with 
my father. I'll bet he’ll be surprised. 
Probably he’ll ask me how much I want 
this time. 


Teacher said this father knew who 


could save his boy’s life, and that every | 


Christian father is constantly asking 


Jesus to save his boy from sin and make | 


him a good man. He thinks the thing 
that will make our fathers happiest is 
for us boys all to grow up earnest 
Christians. 

“T don’t see how Jesus could heal that 
boy twenty-five .miles away,” declared 
Bulldog. “That seems unreasonable.” (1) 

“Not any-more unreasonable,” teacher 
answered, “than that President Wilson, 
without leaving his desk in Washington, 
should blow up the Gamboa dam ‘in the 
Panama Canal, or that men should send 
messages across the sea without wires. 
Man has practically wiped out space, 
and what is twenty-five miles to God ?” 

“That’s why God can hear us way up 
in Heaven, isn’t it?” asked little Carl. 

“Yes,” answered teacher. “No mat- 
ter whether Heaven is far or near, it 
doesn’t make any difference to God. 
He is in Heaven and with us at the same 
time.” (2) 

“I guess the boy that was healed 
thought a lot of Jesus after that,” sug- 
gested Bumps. 4 


“No doubt of it,” replied teacher. “I | 


can just imagine how much the boy 
would delight to tell about Jesus’ sav- 
ing his life, and how he would try to 


be the kind of a boy that would please | 


Jesus. 
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more reason for trying to please Jesus; 

he has done so much for us. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John §: 1-15. 


Do we have anything like the pool of 
Bethesda now? 


What probably caused this man’s 
sickness? 


What was lost out of this man’s life 
that Jesus could not restore? 

Why should a boy accept Christ early 
in life? 

Why do you suppose Jesus went to 
this pool? 

Who was happiest over this healing? 

Terre Haute, INp. 





For Family Worship 





By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE very best way of learning to do 

a thing, in fact the only way, is 
to do it. Begin at once to form the 
holy and God-honoring habit of family 
worship. Cease to think of doing it, 
and do it. Five or ten minutes a day 
spent before God with the family will 
send a gracious fragrance throughout 
the home, and its power will be felt 
amid the busy hours of the day, and its 
influence will be cast upon all life’s 
duties. For your own sake you cannot 
afford to be without the Family Altar. 
For your family’s sake you need it. Do 
not let your children grow up without 
hearing your voice calling upon the 
Lord. “How do I know what to pray 
for?” was the question one time asked 
by Dr. Andrew Murray, of South 
Africa, to which he himself made the 
| reply, “If once you begin and think of 
all the needs around you, you will soon 
| find enough.” And so it will be with 
family prayers. If we once begin, the 
urgency_of our need will compel us to 
continue. 





February 12 to 18 


Mon.—John 4: 43-54. Jesus Heals a Noble- 
man’s Son. 


1 [Your Wires Aer CROSSED! 








: | This miracle was performed by the | 
But teacher thinks we have even| Word of Jesus, which traveled on its! 






The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


life-giving errand from Cana to Caper- 
naum with lightning rapidity. The 
nobleman inquired what time his boy 
began to amend, and was told the 


fever “left him.” The cure was im- 
smodigte. “in that hour which Jesus 
said.’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
fuller ‘manifestation of the grace and 
power of the Holy Spirit, in the re- 
moval of all that is contrary to His 
perfect and revealed will. That you 
may have victory in the inner life, and 
that the self life may be dominated by 
the Spirit of God. 


Tues.—Mark 1: 29-39. Jesus the Healer. 


Disease and demons are subject to 
Christ’s power. Truly there is no case 
too difficult for Him. He is still able 
to quicken our mortal bodies by his 
Spirit who dwells within us. Let us 
trust to him ‘our minds and bodies as 


Pray for a 


well as our souls. 


Prayer SuGGestTions: Pray for the 
Spirit of Christ. Do not think of a 
spirit of power, but the very disposition 
and temper of Christ. Ask this for 
yourself, and for all the members of 
this family and for all God’s children. 
If any have not the Spirit of Christ he 
is none of His. 


Wed.—Mark 2: 1-12, 
Soul. 

A fine spirit of inventiveness got the 
poor palsied man before the Divine 
Healer. There are sin-sick ones who 
will never feel Christ’s healing touch 
unless others bring them to Him. To 
bring souls to Him is the most blessed 
of all works. 


Healer of Body and 


PrayER SucGcestions: Think to-day 
of the unspeakable and unimaginable 
suffering throughout the whole world 
on account of the war. Cry to God 
that war may cease. Pray for all 
widows and fatherless, for the wounded 
on battlefield and in hospitals. Also for 
all suffering anxiety because of those in 
war classed as “missing.” 


Thurs.—Matt. 15: 21-28. Faith and Healing. 


Even Christ marveled at this woman’s 
faith. She accepted her position as a 
Gentile “dog,” and made that an argu- 
ment for the exercise of his pitying 
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love. Faith moves in the realm of the 
miraculous. Omnipotence is on its side. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: -The great mis- 
sion fields are calling loudly for the 
prayers of the Church. Our hopes for 
a speedy world-wide evangelization 
seem for the moment doomed to fail- 
ure, but the Lord reigns; let us go on 
with our ministry of intercession for all 
nations of the earth. 


Fri.—Acts 19: 8-20. Healing Power. 


“The hands of Paul” were the in- 
struments by which God wrought the 
miracles. The power to bless our fel- 
lows is delegated to us, and we become 
weak as other men the moment we trust 
in our own strength. Co-operation with 
God makes all things possible. 

PrayeR Succestions: Pray for the 
silent ministry of tract distribution, on 
the streets, in street-cars, ‘on railroad 
trains, by the wayside, from door to 
door, and at the sick beds in our hos- 
pitals. Pray that the word of the Lord 
thus given away may lead many to @ 
knowledge of Christ. 


Sat.—Matt. 25: 31-40. Spirit of Helpfulness. 


Our Lord so identifies himself with 
his people that good or ill done to them 
he reckons as meted out to him. How 
easy to give a cup of cold water; it 
costs little, yet it may be full of bless- 
ing to a thirsty soul. Practise this 
gracious ministry. 


Prayer Succestions: Our Lord said, 
“Behold, I come quickly.” Let us re- 
spond with our prayer, “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” Pray to be kept watchful 
and useful till He come; that before 
the Lord comes there may be granted a 
numerous ingathering of souls. 


Sun.—1 John 1: 1-16. Perfect Cleansing. 


“From all sin,” from “all unrighteous- 
ness.” Such is the measure of the be- 
liever’s cleansing. How blessed to hear 
our Lord pronounce us “clean every 
whit.” The means of this cleansing is 
the blood of Christ. All who reach 
Heaven do so because they are made 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that you 
may know how to live only in the in- 
terests of the Kingdom of God. If all 
believers were doing this what a revo- 
lution would take -place in all our Chris- 
tian work. Pray that God’s people may 
know how wholly they belong to Him, 
and so separate themselves from the 
world. 


New York City. 
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The Tree Treasure Hunt 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T BEGAN when the Captain, some- 

times known as Father, came home 
one evening with a very mysterious look 
on his face. He at once called a meeting 
of the Band. 

“Comrades,” he said, shutting the door 
of the Den, and looking carefully under 
the sofa and up the chimney, “I have 
just heard that there is a treasure hid- 
den not many miles from here. All 
those in favor of a treasure-hunt to- 
morrow will kindly make a noisy noise.” 

The vote was probably the finest col- 
lection of assorted sounds ever heard 
outside of a boiler-factory. Right in 
the middle of it all, the door, burst open 
and in rushed Mother and Mary the 
cook and Olga the nurse, while at 
almost the same instant old John the 
gardener ran up on the porch with an 
axe shouting, “Hould him! hould him, 
I’m comin’!” under the impression that 
there was a fight on with some unusu- 
ally ferocious robber. 

The noise stopped suddenly and the 


| Captain looked quite ashamed as he ex- 


plained that it was only the Band taking 
a vote. 
Mother pretended to be very angry. 
“Some day,” she said, “you'll all be in 
terrible danger and you'll shout and yell 
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and scream for help and not one of us 
will come. Will we, John?” 

“Niver a step,” called back John as 
he clumped disappointedly down the 
steps, his unused axe over his shoulder. 

The Band threw themselves on stern 
little Mother in a wave. 

“You couldn’t not come to your nice 
littly girl,” besought Alice-Palace, while 
Trottie and the Third and Honey and 
Henny-Penny all tried to hug her at 
once. 

“Well, perhaps not,” relented Mother, 
‘if you'll never make such disgusting 
noises again in the house.” - 

The next afternoon found the Band 
in full marching order along old sunken 
Roberts Road, the beginning of so many 
of their adventures among the wild-folk. 
Each one was armed with a bird-sheet 
on which to check the names of all birds 
seen and heard, for the Captain had 
promised them field-glasses as soon as 
they could identify thirty different kinds 
of birds in a day. The Third and Trot- 
tie had won theirs and the others were 
hard on their heels, all except -Alice- 
Palace who relied mostly on her imagi- 
nation, much to the distress of her twin, 
the literal Henny-Penny. 

As they marched in single file down 
the road, a slim ‘little hawk with a buff, 
mottled waistcoat skimmed across a 
pasture from the top of a huge willow- 
tree, hovered for a long moment over 
a patch of withered grass, and then 
darted off shrilling the slogan of his 
folk—“kill-kill-kill-kill.” 

“Sparrow-hawk,” shouted the Captain 
and the Third. : 

“Sparrow-hawk,” chorused Trottie and 
Honey a second later. 

“Narrow-hawk,” piped Alice. 

“Not narrow-hawk, sparrow-hawk,” 
objected Henny-Penny. 

“No,” said Alice firmly, “it’s a very 
narrow hawk indeed and that’s his 
name.” 

At Three Corners where the little old 
yellow schoolhouse stood, a flock. of 
sleek buff birds with crests, a yellow 
band at the under side of their tails and 
a scowlitig black band above their eyes, 


flew out of a clump of high-Bus# cran— 


berries, wheeled all together like a 
military company and disappeared down 
the valley. 

“Cedar-birds,” called out the bird-ex- 
perts. Around a bend in the road a 
flock of robins flew out of a tree. 

“Apple-tree - birds,” remarked Alice- 
Palace decisively, and no argument 
availed to change her. decision. “They 
flewed out of an apple-tree and that’s 
their name,” she maintained firmly. 

Just before the Band reached old 
Tory Bridge, the Captain turned off 
into a bowl-shaped meadow. On three 
sides the green turf sloped down to a 
long level stretch covered with a thin 
growth of different trees with a thicket 
in their midst through which trickled a 
little stream. Near the fence stood a 
white-oak tree to which some ill-tem- 
pered owner had fastened a fierce sign 
which read, “Keep out. All trespassers 
are liable to be shot without notice.” 
The cross owner had been gone many a 
long year, but the sign still stayed. It 
always gave the Band a delightful thrill 
to read it, and made them think of 
spring-guns and man-traps. 

At the edge of the grove the Captain 
halted them all. 

“Comrades,” he said in a whisper, “I 
have heard rumors that there is a clue 
to this Treasure hidden in the sign-tree.” 

It was enough. With one accord the 
Band sprang upon the defenseless tree. 
Some searched among its gnarled roots. 
Others examined the lowest branches. 
It was Henn,-Penny, however, who, 
boosted by Alice-Palace, fumbled back 
of the threatening old sign and drew out 
a crumpled slip of grimy paper. On the 
top had been laboriously inscribed in 
some red fluid, presumably blood, a skull 
and cross-bones. Underneath in a very 
bad hand was written, “By the roots of 
the nearest black-walnut-tree. Captain 
Kidd.” There was a moment’s check. 
The Third, followed -by all the others 





except Henny-Penny, ran to a near-by ; 


tree with close-knit bark and straight 
twigs. Henny-Penny regarded the tree 
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doubtfully, and then searched the sky- 
line until he found a tree which looked 
almost exactly like the other except 
that the upper twigs were twisted and 
crooked instead of straight. In a mo-1 
ment there was a shout and Henny- 
Penny waved over his head a crumpled 
piece of paper which said, “Go to the 
nearest tulip-tree. Blackbeard, the Pi- 
rate.” : 

By the time the others had reached 
the place where Henny-Penny -had 
dropped the paper, he had a good start 
toward a straight, slim tree with square- 
cut leaves, for he remembered that the 
Captain had once told the Band that the 
tulip-tree was the only one in America 
which had square leaves. By its base 
was another message: “Look under the 
stone that stands tn a spice-bush 
and a white-ash.” This was a sticker. 
The Band had forgotten just how to 
tell spice-bush. They ran sniffing the 
various near-by bushes like a pack of 
beagles. — Finally it was Honey who 
found a bush whose crushed leaf 
smelled sweet and spicy and whose twigs 
broke as brittle as glass. Henny-Penny 
located the white-ash, remembering 
again the difference between the white- 
ash and the black-walnut. The twigs of 
the white-ash are blunt and _ point 
straight to the sky like fingers. It was 
not long before the combination was 
found, and the whole Band heaved up 
a big flat stone which stood there. while 
the Third read oft another message: 
“Look in the crotch of a dogwood tree. 
It will not bite, but you can tell it by 
its. bark.” 

“I know,” said Trottie, “its bark 
looks like the lizard-skin bag that 
Mother has, all covered with little 
square scales.” - 

Sure enough, such a tree was soon 
found, filled with great white flowers, 
and in the crotch was another message 
which said, “Look in the old red-eyed 
vireo’s. nest which hangs on a sour-gum 
tree.” This halted the whole Band. 
Not one of them remembered what a 
sour-gum tree looked like, although the 
Third knew that it was the same as the 
tupelo and also the pepperidge. They 
scattered and searched the grove singly 
and in pairs. : It was Alice-Palace that 
found the next clew. She wasted no 
time in looking for trees sweet or sour. 
The year before she had learned the 
low-hanging little woven ‘white basket 
which the vireo makes for its nest, and 
she trotted hither and yon searching 
every low-swinging branch with her 
sharp eyes. Finally she came to a great 
tree with a detp corrugated bark whose 
upper limbs grew out at right angles 
from the trunk. On the tip of one of 
the lowest limbs she saw what she 
sought, a bleached and weather-beaten 
vireo’s nest swinging in the wind. Pull- 
ing down the limb she found a precious 
folded paper which contained the last 
message of all. 


“T am buried. A _ red-cedar, a 
black-oak, and a sassafras tree are 
equally distant from -my grave. 


(Signed) THe Treasure.” 


Followed scamperings and scurryings 
and huntings galore. Every one knew 
the red-cedar tree with its dark green 
foliage. All the Band, too, knew the 
sassafras tree because they were accus- 
tomed to nibble its leaves, some of 
which were trefoil and some single- 
lobed, as well as the spicy bark of its 
twigs and the roots of its saplings. Only 
the Third knew the secret of the black- 
oak. It had- leaves~whose tips were 
pointed, but so were those of the red- 
oak, scarlet-oak and the pin-oak. He 
located a tree with a black bark not far 
from a cedar-tree. Opening his trusty 
jack-knife he whittled through the outer 
bark. The inside bark was a deep saf- 
fron-yellow, the hall-mark of the black- 
oak. By this time the rest of the chil- 
dren had found a sassafras-tree and the 
red-cedar. The sassafras and the black- 
oak stood at the points of the triangle. 
The Third paced off five paces from each 
tree and where the lines came together, 
the whole Band commenced to dig, 
some with . jack-knives, some with 


mould some one’s. knife clinked against 
metal. Alice-Palace threw herself 
headlong into the hole and scrabbled 
out with the treasure, a great tin box 
‘which held exactly two pounds of as- 
sorted chocolates. 

An hour later the Band, sticky, but 
satisfied, started homewards. 

“The trouble about treasures is that 
they don’t last,” sighed Honey. 

“Well,” said the Captain, “there are 
ten trees and shrubs which you will 
always remember. That’s a treasure 
that will last.” 


Haverrorp, Pa, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, February 18 
Using What We Have (Acts 3: 1-10). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The neglected talent (Matt. 25: 


24-30). 
Tues.—Using time (Eph. 5 : 14-17). 
Wed.—Using money (Acts 2: 41-47). 
Thurs.—Using prayer (Exod. 32 : 30-35). 
Fri.—Using service (Amos 7 : 14-17). 
Sat.—Using love (Jas. 2: 1-9). 











“What have we to use? 
How may we obtain spiritual power to use? 
What opportunities have we? 


EN are held responsible for the use 

not of what they have not, but of 
what they have. If we have no silver 
and gold we can not give it or do what 
can only be done by it. But such as we 
have we can give, and who knows but 
that that will be worth far more than 
money? The lame man asked alms, and 
Peter and John had no alms which they 
could give, but they had something far 
better and they gave that. 


; we ; ' 

What was it they had that was far 
better than silver and gold? It was a 
word in the name of Jesus Christ. 
There is nothing else in the world equal 
to that. A man may have a mountain 
of silver and gold and be helpless and 
impotent. A nation may be rich and 
increased in goods and imagine that it 
has need of nothing. And without a 
word of God in the name of Christ it 
will find itself poor and despised and 
lifeless. we 


The man who has a word in the name 
of Christ is rich and armed. He has 
something to give and he has defense 
and protection. As Luther sang, 

* And though this world, with demons filled, 

Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 

His truth to triumph through us. 

The Prince of Darkness grim, 

We tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, 

For lo! his doom is sure; 

One little word shall fell him.” 

pe 

The great lesson we-need is to take 
whatever we have and use it. Its value 
comes from the fact that we have it 
and we give ourselves through it. The 
thing, whatever it may be, is only a 
channel, a measure for the utterance of 
ourselves. Or, to put it otherwise, it 
is a communicable form of life, a way 
in which we can take some of ourselves 
and pass it on, adding to some situation 
or person where more life is needed. 


Some of us have time to give. We 
can be at a place when others can not. 
We can look after things which others 
can not look after. “Son of man, I 
have set thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel,” was the commission of 
one of the greatest of the prophets. 
To stand and watch some things is a 
good service, and in our country, where 
every one is so busy that he has no time 
to give, though he is ready to give 
money and sympathy, there is a great 





crooked sticks. A foot below the soft 


service open to. those who have little 
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else to use, have time and will use it 
usefully. 
4 


The hardest thing to use rightly is 
money. It is easy to give a little of it 
away, but that is not using our money. 
It is trying fo buy off from the use of 
it. Some people never know how to use 
money at all. It uses or abuses them 
all their lives. They think they own it 
but they do not. It owns them and 
plays with them and sneers at them. 
It takes a great deal of strength for a 
man to get the upper hand of money 
and to make it obey and serve, > 


ve 

The spiritual resources of life it is 
easier to use. ‘They are more like life 
itself, and are more readily transmuted. 
And they bring the mightiest work 
within the compass of each one of us. 
We can partners with God in all 
that God does in the world. We can be 
brothers of all mankind and by prayer 
and love have part in all history, and 
help to make the new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 


God is ever looking for men whom he 
can use. 


God is ever looking for men who will 
make use of him. 


That man is of most use to the world 
who makes most use of God and gives 
himself most freely to God for God’s 
use, 


New York Ciry. 
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Lady Hope’s Adventures 
( Continued from page 61) 


O Lord, to know how to be saved. Will 
you just show quite plainly what it is to 
believe in Jesus Christ and have imme- 
diate salvation. I do pray thee to show 
it to them quite plainly. Amen.” We 
got up from our knees, and I shook 
hands with them, and they said, “Good- 
bye 3 we are coming’ again next Sun- 
ay. 
“Oh, no,” I said; “I do not think that 
will do.” 

“Yes,” they said, “we must come, You 
told us that we must get this living 
water and we must get it every day, so 
of course we must come next Sufday.” 

“Very well,” I said, “then please prom- 
ise me one thing: do not let anybody 
know you are coming. Come quite 
alone. You three quietly come up the 
stairs, and I will again tell you what 
Jesus says.” 

“We will. We will. Thank you and 
good-bye.” And off they went. 

The next Sunday at five o’clock they 
reappeared, and they brought with them 
fourteen other people. I was really hor- 
rified, for I felt as if I were over- 
stepping the hounds of my charge in 
teaching these people who were older 
and -perhaps better than myself. -So I 
said to them, “This is a breach of prom- 
ise case. I do not kriow what to do. I 
told you to come alone. But as you are 
here, I do not like to send you away. 
What would you like to do?’ 

“We would like to sit around just as 
if we were a class.” 

“Very well,” I said, “put the chairs 
any way you wish to have them.” They 
did so, and put one chair for me in the 
middle. 

So I again taught these people for a 
very short time. And we had prayer, 
and they went away saying that they 
must come next Sunday. Again I urged 
upon them not to let any one know my 
secret, but to come quite by theniselves. 
Off-they went nodding and smiling and 
thanking me. 

The next Sunday there was a congre- 
gation of about fifty in the room. I be- 
gan to be rather frightened now, but as 
they were there I was obliged to go 
through with my. ordeal. 

But the next Sunday was the climax. 
There were such crowds. that the police- 
men went and told my father that they 
thought the rough wooden staircdse 
would break down. Now my mother 
asserted herself. She said, “I will not 
allow this to go on. I have told you 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 18 (John 4 : 43-54) 


again and again that you may teach chil- 
dren, and I have even allowed you to 
read to the mothers, but I will not allow 
you to hold a public meeting. That I 
absolutely forbid.” So she said, “You 
must never go down to that room again 
when those people are there.” ~ 

It was useless to argue with mother. 
We never did. She was too sacred and 
too beautiful in our sight ever to be 
silenced when she spoke, or even to be 
resisted. So I could only retire to my 
room and spend one or two sleepless 
nights in prayer to God that he would 
tell me what to do about these people 
who seemed literally to be famishing 
for the Gospel. As the next Sunday 
drew near mother broached the subject 
again. “I will not allow you to go to 
thaf room,” she said. “But your father 
Says we can get a city missionary down 
from London who will give an address 
if they require it.” 

The city missionary from London hed a 

most astonishing effect upon the audience 
that was awaiting their young friend. The 
story juded ly issue, 
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A New Idea in 
Encyclicpaedias 





This article reviews Nelson’s Per- 
petual Loose Leaf Encyclopaedia, 
an international work of i 
complete in twelve volumes, with 
7,000 illustrations. Editor-in-Chief, 
John H. Finley, LL.D.; Canadian 
Editor, Sir William Peterson, LL.D., 
K.C.M.G.; European Editor, Sir 
Edward Parrott, M.A. LL.D., 
F.EJ.S. Published by Thomas 
Nelson and Sons, New York City, 
from whom prices and other de- 
tailed information may be obtained. 


HAT modern readers in greatly in- 

creasing numbers are learning to use 
encyclopedias is evidenced by the de- 
mand ie standard works in this field, 
and by the number’ of new popular en- 
encyclopedias issued in recent years. A 
serious defect common to all these en- 
cyclopedias, and one that interferes 
with their best usefulness, is that they 
become partially antiquated through the 
discoveries and happenings of our rapid 
times. One way of overcoming this 
difficulty is to issue supplemental vol- 
umes each year, and after a number of 
years to get out an entirely new edition 
of the encyclopedia,—plans that have 
obvious disadvantages. But the prob- 
lem has now been solved in an unusual 
and satisfactory manner by the use of 
the same principle that in recent years 
has transformed the bookkeeping sys- 
tem in most business houses. Thomas 
Nelson and Sons, the publishers of the 
American Standard Revision of the 
Bible, have issued a loose-leaf encyclo- 
pedia which is well entitled to its name 
“perpetual.” The printing is on loose 
leaves, and these are locked into a 
binding which the owner can unlock to 
insert new pages, sent by the publishers 
about twice a year. In most cases these 
pages take the place of the old pages, 
which are thrown away, or, if desired, 
are filed in a separate volume. Tem- 
porary pages are also furnished, describ- 
ing current everits, such as the Republi- 
can and Democratic conventions of 1916, 
which later may be incorporated in per- 
manent articles. 

The encyclopedia itself is written and 
edited_by a very competent body of ex- 
perts, with Dr. John H. Finley, Presi- 
dent of the University of the State of 
New York, as Editor-in Chief. The 
plan of binding is not the only feature 
that entitles it to the distinction of being 
the most up-to-date work in its field. 
The aim throughout is to lay emphasis 
upon events and interests of to-day, 
such as biographies of living persons, 
developments in science, and the results 
of modern inventions, as well as current 
events in history. Remote topics are 
not ignored, and the publishers have 
sought to produce a scholarly encyclo- 
pedia as well as a modern one; but it is 
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the average man of to-day, rather than 
the scholar, whose needs the encyclopz- 
dia seeks to meet. The articles are com- 
pact and most of them quite brief, each 
treated in such a way as to make the 
subject clear to the inexpert reader. 
For the important subjects a bibliogra- 
phy, in most cases an excellent one, is 
appended to the article to guide readers 
to the best helps for further study. 

Much attention is given to biographi- 
cal notices; many portraits are included ; 
and both the selection of names and the 
execution are good. 

The space given to geography and 
other sciences is abundant, and particu- 
lar attention is given to practical appli- 
cation. Some may feel that this is car- 
ried too far in certain. cases. Among 
the illustrations,—which in all total 7000, 
including colored plates, manikins, 
models, maps, and engravings,—the pho- 
tographs of buildings, views of modern 
cities, modern bridge structures, and the 
like, as wellas photographs of the beauty 
spots’ in’ America and elsewhere, are 
conspicuous by their number and ex- 
cellence. 

Nelson’s Encyclopedia is not different 
from practically all other secular works 
in this field in treating Biblical subjects 
rather from a historical and critical 
viewpoint than from an orthodox and 
spiritual viewpoint. But the modernism, 
which is nearly dlways present in arti- 
cles that deal with Bible doctrine, is not 
nearly so obtrusive as in most works 
of this kind. The articles on religious 
organizations of various kinds are in 
most cases excellently done, being writ- 
ten by men who are leaders in the de- 
nomination or organization treated. A 
conspicuous example is the admirable 
article by Dr. A. F. Schauffler on Sun- 
day-schools, a topic which is curiously 
neglected in some of the large encyclo- 
pedias. It is proper that an encyclope- 
dia covering all fields of human knowl- 
edge should present these modern liter- 
ary theories regarding the Bible; the 
criticism that can be made is that little 
or no attention is given to the conclu- 
sions of conservative scholars on the 
other side, who have presented reasons 
against the unfounded theories; and the 
bibliographies present: practically only 
the works of the critical school. 

A few of the revision pages, sent in 
October, 1916, may be taken as examples 
of how the encyclopedia keeps pace with 
current .events. Under the heading 
“Marne,” the old pages contain two 
brief articles, one on the Marne River 
and one on the Department of Marne. 
The new pages contain a much longer 
article, under the head “Marne, Battle 
of the’ There are many such new sub- 
jects made necessary by the war, and 
other topics are included on “temporary 
pages,” such as “Europe—Chronological 
Record of the War.” 

Last of all should be mentioned a fea- 
ture that should particularly recommend 
the encyclopedia to American readers. 
One criticism that has been made of 
other excellent works is that they are 
not truly intergational, and that subjects 
are treated rather from the European 
standpoint than the American. Nel- 
son’s has sought to be truly interna- 
tional, and in addition to having the 
American, Canadian, and European edit- 
ors, the publishers have for many years 
been an established house in both Eng- 
land and America. Indeed, while the 
British viewpoint is not neglected, many 
American readers will feel that this 
modern encyclopedia is in many respects 
distinctly American, in its efficiency, its 
spirit, and general make-up. 

ye . 

One of the largest Sunday-schools in 
the United States is linking up the home 
life of the neighborhood with the work 
of the school. Frank L. Brown, the 
superintendent of the great Bushwick 
Avenue Methodist Sunday-school in 
Brooklyn, will tell you the secret in his 
book, “The Sunday School and The 
Home.” Price twenty-five cents, post- 
paid, from The Sunday School Times 


Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 














Rubber Footwear 
Holds up Colds 


UBBER footwear is the “Stop! Look! Listen!” pre- 
ventive to the possible cold. It insulates the foot, 
keeping out cold and moisture, both of which are fre- 
quent causes of “snuffles.” Many a cold in the head 
has traveled all the way up from “cold feet!” 
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TRADE MARK 








But rubber footwear may be good, bad or indifferent— 
and only an expert can tell, by observation alone, which 
is which. So the leading makers put their brands on all 


their products to protect you. Almost from the very 
beginning of the rubber industry, these trade-marks 
have pointed the way to rubber footwear of supreme 
quality, style, fit and workmanship. 


Seventy-four years of successful manufacturing 
and the experience of forty-seven great factories 
are back of every pair of rubber shoes, overshoes, 
arctics, boots, etc., produced by the United States 
Rubber Company, the largest rubber manufacturer 
in the world. 


Rubbers that fit wear twice as long as rubbers that do not fit. 


United States Rubber Company 





























Sunday is a long day for many mothers 





Because they don’t know how to keep the minds 
of their children occupied. 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Children 


offers suggestions for Bible games and other occupations for the free 
hours of Sunday. It will aid you in solving many problems of the 
home. 50 cents, postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


















Only a Limited Number 
at this Special Price 








e 
Four Gospels 


bound by themselves in substantial leather binding make 
one of the most useful books imaginable for every teacher 
and student of the lessons for 1917. 


The book is very thin—a little more than a quarter 
inch with the covers, And it is just the right size 
(274x4% inches) to slip into a pocket. 


This special edition in the American Standard Ver- 
sion (leather bound) formerly sold for 50 cents postpaid. 
The 1912 list of lesson topics and Golden Texts is bound 
up with them. We have therefore cut the price one- 
half, and will send copies postpaid to any address at 


25 cents each, $2.50 a do: en, 


as long as the present supply holds out. TZhese are to be 
had only from The Sunday School Times office. Order at 
once, so you will not be disappointed. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - - Philadelphia 




















A Bold Philadelphia Minister 


ee OU are the biggest coward I ever faced!" 

Y It was a minister speaking, and the man he said it to was a 

boiler riveter, 

But the boiler riveter was once a preacher, too; and the minister who 
was speaking at the noon meeting in his shop had called him a tough, as 
well asa coward. The two did not meet for three months after that. 

What the riveter said to the minister then is told in a remarkable 
sketch of how a Philadelphia minister does personal work. The story of 
his winning of men by holy boldness is told by Dr. John T. Faris, 
and will be one of the features of the special Ministers’ Number ot The 
Sunday School Times, to be published next week. The following are 
other ariicles that will have a place in the Ministers’ Number : 


7 . “ e 
Is Your Minister Free to Do His Best Work? 

This little study in minister-saving and ministry-multiplying de- 
vices is addressed principally to laymen, though ministers will want to 
peer into it also. ere are some of the questions it discusses: ‘‘If he 
isn't heard”; ‘If his sermons are too short”; ‘‘ When he prepares his ser- 
mon"; ‘‘Can he get there quickly ?” ‘* Using ‘ Eye-Gate’ to the utmost.” 


Raising Money Without Risking Your Life 


Many a pastor is eager to know if that can be done, and how. For 
there are few who do not realize that revenue for the Lord's work obtained 
through the medium of barter and entertainment and feasting is disastrous 
for both spiritual and financial life. But how else can we do it ? is despair- 
ingly asked. Those who have done it will tell how. 





A Minister from Missouri 

wants to know if it is true that ‘tall scholarship” is on the side of the 
‘‘advanced,” higher-critical view of the Bible. His question will be 
discussed in Notes on Open Letters. 


The Pastors’ Post Graduate Courses 


He can take them at home. And the results are at once apparent in 
his preaching and pastoral work. At least that is what the ministers say 
who have taken Bible Correspondence Courses, and some of these will 
tell in the Times why they cotint these home courses invaluable assets in 
their equipment. 


These are but a few of the things of interest to ministers and their 
Kingdom helpers, to be included in next week's issue, and wise readers 
will not overlook that other live, every-week, up-to-date department of the 
Times—its advertising columns. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Is it better to aim to have a large training 
class made up of various degrees of interest 
and fitness for teaching, or should we be 
content with a small class of five or ten 
picked people? o 

RDINARILY a small class of five 

or ten students will do better work 
than a large class. Numbers bring en- 
thusiasm, but make more difficult the 
participation in the lesson discussion by 
all the members. Selected students will 
bring better results to the school than a 
class made up of people of various de- 
grees of fitness and interest. A picked 
class of about ten or a dozen people 
with a consecrated, alert teacher who 
can teach will make an ideal training 
class. Two or three interested people 
may, however, make a successful class. 





What :equipment should I have for my 
teacher-training class? 

VERY member of the training class 

should own a copy of the text-book 
and should study the lessons diligently. 
If at all possible a reference library 
should be available to the class. In it 
should be a good Bible dictionary. “A 
Dictionary of the Bible,” by John D. 
Davis (to be had from The Sunday 
School Times Co. at $2.75), is one of the 
best for the price. A Bible Concordance 
should be used, and may be found in 
some teachers’ Bibles. 

Dr. Trumbull’s interesting and most 
helpful “Teaching and Teachers” (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York City, $1.25), 
and the “Sunday-School at Work” 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $1.25 
net), edited by J. T. Faris, should be 
in the library. Many other good: books 
may be added. The class should also 
have for constant use a series of good 
Bible maps and a blackboard. 





Is it necessary that the teacher of the 
training class shall be an expert? We want 
to organize a class, but no one has appeared 
thus far who'seems to be specially qualified 
to teach the class. Can we hope to make a 
success of the class without trained leader- 
ship? 

TRAINED leader for the training 

class is most desirable, but is not a 
necessity. The best available person 
should be found. Among the qualities 
needed are not only intelligence and an 
understanding of the art of teaching, 
but spirituality, sympathy, patience, and 
enthusiasm. Some leaders who possess 
the first two qualities fail because they 
lack the last four qualities. The teacher 
who has all these graces in good meas- 
ure is well prepared for his work. 

The well-equipped leader is not easy 
to find, and in some schools he cannot 
be located. If you do not have a spe- 
cially trained leader, get along without 
this valuable help, as hundreds of train- 
ing classes have done. Some of the 
most successful classes I know are led 
by humble, consecrated leaders who 
make up for other deficiencies by their 
goodness and tact. They hold the 
classes together and see that every ses- 
sion of the class is a conference in which 
all the members participate. The les- | 
sons are thoroughly studied. The ex-| 
aminations are taken and most happy 
results follow. 


Can you tell me of a Sunday-school that 
has been especially successful in the work 
of training its teachers and officers, and let 
me know how it did it? 

LARGE number of schools that have | 
made a notable success of teacher- 
training could be named. One that 





comes to my attention to-day is the Re- 
formed Church Sunday-school located 
at Sellersville, Pa. The pastor, the Rev. | 
James A. Boehm, has made the training : 
of his Sunday-school workers his spe- | 
cial care. 

At the time he became pastor, some | 


two or three years ago, there were four 
trained teachers in the school. He im- 
mediately got in touch with the State 
Sunday-School Association, adopted the 
plans suggested by that organization, 
and started a class to study the lessons 
and take the official examinations. The 
first class of twenty-one people was 
made up of those whose ages ranged 
from 18 to 25. The class continued the 
work with the greatest enthusiasm. A 
result of this is that to-day twenty-one 
of the twenty-two teachers of the school 
are graduates of the training course. 

This year the pastor is taking a class 
of 24 people through the course. In the 
number is the County Treasurer, the 
principal of schools, a publisher, a physi- 
cian, two merchants, and a judge. 

The teacher-training course has not 
been regarded as finishing the training 
of these workers. Every year two 
teachers are sent to the Asbury Park 
School of Methods. This year twenty 
were sent to the County Sunday-School 
Convention, and three teachers received 
the instruction and inspiration of the 
State Sunday-Schooi Convention. 


wy 
Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


How long shall we continue our visits to 
the indifferent, or to those who say they 
would like a call but do not care for the 
Quarterly? - 

a THE latter case it may be well to 

explain that the magazine and the les- 
sons it contains, or at least the lessons 
in some shape, are absolutely indispen- 
sable to membership in the Sunday- 
school; and the regular Sunday-school 
calls are so many that they occupy about 
all the time that can be given to that 
sort of thing. Those who do not value 
the calls enough to do a little something 
to deserve them cannot really prize 
them, nor would they be much benefited. 
Nevertheless, if there is any sort of en- 
couragement it is well to persevere, hop- 
ing that patience will prevail and a gen- 
uine member be secured or the indiffer- 
ence overcome. Where an opening of 
any sort has been once secured it is 
sometimes important that it be not 
altogether closed even if there is but 
little response for a good while. Per- 
sistence and tact usually win. 


What is the best time for the Visitors’ 
meeting, and how can it be made worth 
while? 

OUBTLESS there is no absolutely 

best time, equally suited to all 
places and conditions. To put it after 
the prayer-meeting or the Sunday-school 
or make it an appendage to any other 
gathering whatever (as is sometimes 
done), does not commend itself as the 
best way. It should have importance 
and dignity enough to be given a place 
by itself. Some like to have it before 
the distribution of the Quarterlies, that 
directions may be given; others prefer 
it at the close of the distribution, that 
reports may be received, The latter 
seems to me, on the whole, to have su- 
perior advantages. Money can then be 


| handed in, surplus Quarterlies returned, 


or additional ones obtained, fresh ex- 
periences related, changes in the roll re- 
corded, etc. 

As to the exercises, a special address 
from an outsider cannot, perhaps, always 
be commanded, but it should be se- 
cured at least once in a while, to bring 
in new life and increase the interest. 
Then there can be occasionally a paper 
prepared by one of the Visitors, on an 
assigned topic, leading to a little dis- 
cussion or comparison of views. The 
superintendent of the Department will 
always have something to say, in the 
way of a brief talk or the reading of 
something that has struck him as par- 
ticularly helpful. The pastor will gen- 
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erally be available for a few words once 
a year, if not oftener. There should be 
two or three earnest prayers always. 
Refreshments occasionally make a pleas- 
ant interlude. In short, if proper pains 
is taken the meeting may always 
made profitable, something to be looked 
forward to. 


When can & Home Department be consid- 
ered successful on the financial side? 
WwE= it pays all its own expenses 

besides giving about one-fourth of 
its receipts to benevolent and charitable 
work. No fixed proportion can be set, 
perhaps, for this latter duty, since it 
will vary with circumstances; but one- 
fourth is mentioned because one collec- 
tion in four in very many if not most 
Sunday-schools is sét apart for mis- 
sions, while the other three are de- 
voted to the current expenses of the 
school. Should it not be the same with 
this portion of the school? It should 
contribute duly to the foreign and home 
mission work of jts church through the 
regular channels. Then it will have its 
own local charitable operations in the 
parish or among its members, some of 
whom may be very poor. 

Besides this it will have, in many 
cases, a charitable work in supplying 
Quarterlies free to the inmates of in- 
stitutions who cannot pay anything for 
them. One Department has over 250 
members in such places, sending 75 
copies of the lesson magazine each 
quarter to the State Prison, 60 copies 
to the State Home for Consumptives, 
and smaller numbers to honies for in- 
curables, for soldiers’ widows, for aged 
women, and to hospitals. It does this 
besides giving from $50 to $75 a year 
to the Sunday-school missionary so- 
ciety of its church, and meeting all bills 
for supplies, socials, carfare, postage, 
carriage hire, funeral flowers, etc. This 
is financial efficiency. 


ve 
Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


Illinois.—Will you kindly advise me as to 
the proper way of choosing chairmen of 
standing committees in adult classes? Are 
these chairmen properly members of the 
executive committee?—H. F. H. 

HE suggested constitution recom- 

mended by the Adult Division Com- 
mittee of the International Association 
provides for the election, annually, and 
by ballot of the teachers, president, vice- 
president, secretary, and treasurer, with 
the exception that where the church pro- 
vides for the election of all teachers, the 
church authority shall be recognized. 

This constitution further provides for 
the appointment of chairmen of all 
standing committees. These are usu- 
ally appointed by the class officers. The 
standing committees are then generally 
completed by the class president and 
teacher in consultation with the chair- 
men of the various committees. An 
additional provision provides that the 
executive committee shall be com- 
posed of the class officers, chairmen of 
all standing committees, pastor of the 
church, and the superintendent of the 
Sunday-school. 





South Carolina.—I would appreciate a sug- 
gestion from you as to what line of work a 
devotional committee could do in an organ- 
ized Adult Bible class.—C. C. B. 

HREE kinds of activities are essen- 
tial to insure the largest success in 
any Adult Bible class. 
_ I. Those which have to do with secur- 
ing new members and retaining old 
members. 
_ 2. Those which have to do with mak- 
ing every member feel that he is at 
home and a real part of a true Chris- 
tian brotherhood. 
3. Those which have to do with enlist- 


ing every member in some form of 
Christian service. 

The devotional committee has charge 
of this third class of activities, which 
includes eve form of evangelistic, 
benevolent, philanthropic, altruistic, mis- 
sionary, or any other form of Sunday- 
school work. When a class is suffi- 
ciently large, these activities should be 
distributed to more than one committee 
so as to divide the work and develop 
the workers. 


What are the advantages of a special: Or- 
ganized Adult Bible Class campaign for 
membership, such as has been conducted in 
Scranton, Philadelphia, Kansas City, and 
other cities? Also state the plans and meth- 
eds for conducting such a campaign. 

HE advantages are numerous. 
Among them the following may be 
named: 

1. Such a campaign organizes more 
classes. Organized classes for men and 
women in every Sunday-school in North 
America should mean twenty million 
men and women enlisted in Bible study. 
The plans for the organized class have 
been developed, literature prepared, and 
we are therefore ready for the special 
campaigns to secure this result. 

2. It increases the membership of 
classes already organized. When a city 
or county-wide Bible class tide comes, 
the classes are all iifted by its power. 

3. It makes possible a publicity that 
sets the whole community to talking 
about the Sfinday-school, thus helping 
to give to the work of religious educa- 
tion a higher rating. When several 
thousand men and women in Kansas 
City began wearing a large adult class 
emblem with 15,000 across its face (the 
city-wide membership goal of the men’s 
classes), when a picture of a large 
men’s. class appeared on the front page 
of a leading Kansas City daily, the at- 
tention of the whole city was chal- 
lenged by the O. A. B. C. movement. 

4. It creates an atmosphere favorable 
to the enlistment of additional Sunday- 
school leadership, both in the teaching 
and administrative force. 

5. It definitely stimulates the intro- 
duction or development of any program 
of efficiency needed: by the Sunday- 
schools of the city or county. 

6. It opens the way for, and assists, 
campaigns of membership and efficiency 
in behalf of the teen-age classes. 

7. It is the best sort of preparation 
for soul-winning, and the finest kind of 
training in team work in behalf of every 
Christan movement. 

As to plans and methods: 

Methods are many, 
Principles are few; 

Methods may Vary, 
Principles never do. 


We would therefore suggest certain 
fundamental principles for such cam- 
paigns. 

1. The goal as to the number of 
classes and the membership to be 
reached should be very definite. Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, fixed on a goal of 
15,000 men in 150 classes; Portland, 
Maine, 4,000 men in 40 classes; Cleve- 
land, 20,000 men in 200 classes, etc. 

2. The time for conducting the cam- 
paign should be just as definite. From 
four weeks to three months is sug- 
gested. The size of the county or city 
is the chief factor in determining the 
time needed. 

3. A general campaign committee of 
one “key man” in each co-operating 
church and Sunday-school, and a special 
executive of approximately nine who 
can meet regularly and frequently dur- 
ing the campaign. 

4. An educational exhibit. Many do 
not understand what is meant by the 
organized class, while others are not fa- 
miliar with the organized class methods. 
As a guarantee of permanency and 
in the interest of conservation, this ig- 
norance must be removed. A special 





committee should assemble samples of 


all papers published in the interest of 
the O. A. B. C. work, also special elec- 
tive courses of study, books on O. A, 
B. C. work. This exhibit should be lo- 
cated at a center most convenient for 
all Sunday-school workers. 

5. Special educational meetings or 
rallies. Every available speaker should 
be engaged, and speaking teams organ- 
ized in readiness to accept invitations 
to any meetings arranged by any Sun- 
day-school or city district. Organized 
class demonstrations in a central place 
are helpful. 

6. Before the membership campaign 
begins and during the entire time it is 
being conducted, a committee should be 
earefully planning a one to five-year 
rogram of community service, to be 
introduced immediately following the 
close of the campaign. This program 
should be sufficiently comprehengive to 
include Bible study, evangelism, mis- 
siong, temperance, and other forms of 
social service. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 











New Jersey.—What is the Christian Flag, 
and where can I get it?—E. T. 
HE Christian flag is a large. white 
flag of the same shape as the United 
States flag. The corner where the stars 
usually are is plain blue, and in the 
center of the blue is a red cross. The 
flag was designed by Mr. C. C. Overton, 
a Sunday-school superintendent. D. L. 
Moody said of it, “This is something we 
should have had long ago.” Fanny 
Crosby wrote the following hymn about 
it, and it has been set to music: 
The Christian Flag! Behold it, 
And hail it with a song; 
And let the voice of millions 
The joyful strain prolong. 
To ev’ry clime and nation, 
We send it forth to-day; 
God speed its glorious mission, 
With earnest hearts we pray. 


The Christian Flag! Unfurl it, 
That all the world may see 

The blood-stained cross of Jesus, 
Who died to make us free. 

The Christian Flag! Unfurl it, 
And o’er and o’er again, 

Oh, may it bear the message, 
“Good will and peace to men.” 


The Christian Flag! God bless it! 
Now throw it to the breeze; 
And may it wave triumphant 
O’er land and distant seas, 
Till all the wide creation 
Upon its folds shall gaze, 
And all the world united, 
Our loving Saviour praise. 


Chorus. 
The Christian Flag! Behold it, 
And hail it with a song; 
And let the voice of millions 
The joyful strain prolong. 


The flags are made by Annin and 
Company, New York City, but they may 
be had of any Sunday-school supply 
house, or, indeed, from anybody who 
deals in flags. 





Rhode Island—What should a_ superin- 
tendent do when his school needs to meet in 
the auditorium of the church at 12.15, and the 
pastor frequently calls a business meeting of 
the church in the same room, which always 
delays the opening of the school from five 
minutes to half an hour? 
= first thing for the superinten- 

dent to do under such circumstances 
is to get a tight grip on himself, so that 
he will not growl nor sputter, but accept 
the situation with as much grace as 
possible and just go ahead to do his 
best. A superintendent in this condition 
deserves a great deal of sympathy. He 
is in an exceptionally hard place. Many 
superintendents are put in this position 
when they should not be. 

There are conditions when the run- 
ning over of the morning service into 
the Sunday-school hour cannot be very 
well avoided. When there are a large 
number of members received into the 
church or when some special occasion 
is on, it is not always possible to regu- 
late the matter, but nine times out of 
ten when it does happen it could be 





avoided. There is room here for a 
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great deal of attention and the cultivat- 
ing of conscience on the part of the 
church, and, many times, on the part of 
the pastor. The Sunday-school brings 
to the church more members than all 
other agencies combined, and yet too 
offen the Sunday-school is buffeted 
about as to its beginning in a way that 
indicates a large lack of appreciation of 
its real worth. 
In many churches the Sunday-school 
precedes the church service. The case 
would be parallel if, in that event, the 
Sunday-school ran over fifteen or 
twenty minutes into the church hour, 
making it impossible for the church ser- 
vice to begin on time. Such a thing 
would be very wrong, and any super- 
intendent who would permit such a 
thing would be reprehensible, but no 
more so than a pastor who reverses it 
and runs the preaching service into the 
Sunday-school hour, except in rare 
cases when it is entirely unavoidable. 
We are not questioning the minister’s 
right; but, in the long run, he loses far 
more than he gains if he does not re- 
gard the Sunday-school hour as sa- 
credly as he would the church hour. 
Now as to what you should do under 
these conditions: irst of all, hold on 
to yourself tight. You can spoil the 
whole thing by complaining about it. 
Of course, you have a regular program 
written out and before you, indicating 
the things you mean to do, and the time 
you can devote to each one. Much of 
this must be cut out. I would like to 
say that the thing to do is to begin your 
program where you would be if you had 
begun on time, but this would hardly be 
right, for the Sunday-school is a ser- 
vice, and ought to begin with a hymn 
and a prayer at least. I would begin 
just as you would begin ordinarily, with 
a hymn and a prayer perhaps, and then 
omit everything else down to the place 
where you ought to be in your program 
at that moment, and go forward. It 
will be a mistake to cut the teaching 
period of your school, but whatever you 
do, do not let the scholars see that you 
are ruffled. Just make the best of the 
situation. If your pastor is in the habit 
of running over in this way, the leading 
teachers and officers of the Sunday- 
school ought to request him not to do 
it. The less you have to say about it 
the better, because it may appear that 
vem are claiming something for your- 
seit. 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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The Narcotic Evil.—Over 150,000 is 
one estimate of the number of narcotic 
users in the United States. Whatever 
the correct number, and it is quite un- 
certain, all authorities are agreed that 
the evil is increasing in an alarming 
way. One of the most thorough-going 
bits of investigation into the subject as 
affecting city and state has been made 
by The Philadelphia Narcotic Drug 
Committee, with Edward W._ Bok, 
Editor of The Ladies’ Home Journal, as 
Chairman, and Dr. : H. W. Rhein as 
Secretary. Their findings have been 
published in a pamphlet entitled “The 
Narcotic Evil in Philadelphia and Penn- 
sylvania,” which embodies also recom- 
mendations for legislative action this 
year. There is valuable material here 
for the fighters of narcotic drugs,—in- 
cluding opium, morphine, heroin, and 
cocaine,—in any state, and copies of the 
pamphlet may be obtained free of 
charge — the Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, John H. W. Rhein, 1732 
Pine bat Philadelphia. Another re- 
cent pamphlet on the subject, prepared 
especially for Congress and _ others 
concerned in anti-habit drug legisla- 
tion, has been written by Charles B. 
Towns, the well-known writer on tem- 
perance subjects. A limited edition of 
the pamphlet, which is entitled “Federal 
Responsibility in the Solution of the 
Habit-Forming Drug Problem,” is avail- 
able for distribution. Address the au- 
thor at 293 Central Park West, New 
York City. 

The Story of the New Testament (By 
Edgar Johnson Goodspeed).— Every- 
thing that helps towards a knowledge 
of the situation out of which our New 
Testament took its rise is to be heartily 
welcomed, because it is impossible to be 
too familiar with the circumstances, so 
far as they can be known, of the his- 
torical beginnings of the books that 
have proved such a power. But in all 
proper consideration of the subject it 
is essential to preserve the balance be- 
tween the divine and the human ele- 
ments, between the historical and the 
authoritative aspects, and this balance 
Dr. Goodspeed, it must be confessed, 
does not maintain or even properly rec- 
ognize in his recent work. He has 
much to say that is vivid, suggestive 
and truly valuable about the circum- 
stances of the various books as he re- 
gards (though sometimes imagines) 
them, but together with this there is a 


| critical attitude that robs the New 


Testament of its proper authority as 
part of the Word of God. 

The author opens by saying that there 
was neither time nor need of any books 
while Christ was on earth, and still less 
need of authoritative books to guide 
men who felt and knew they had the 
Spirit of God within them. And yet the 
simple but significant fact of the Old 
Testament as a prized possession and 
court of appeal by Christ and his dis- 
ciples seems to be quite overlooked. The 
Revelation and the Epistles of John are 
not by the Apostle, but by John “the 
Elder,” who has been well described as 
“that myth of nineteenth century schol- 
arship.” It seems scarcely too much to 
say that this elusive (perhaps illusive) 
figure is used without adequate historic 
warrant to avoid attributing these writ- 
ings to the Apostle. The Pastoral 
Epistles are not by Paul, but were given 
his name. First and Second Peter are 
not by the Apostle Peter. James is not 
by the brother of our Lord, and the 
fourth Gospel is not by the Apostle 
John, and is symbolical and. theological 
rather than historical. 

Another claim made is that even when 
the last book was written there was still 
no New Testament. Of course there 
was not, but this is only to say that a 
clear distinction was drawn between the 
authority of each separate book and the 
authority of the collection as a whole. 
Thus Paul’s Epistle to the Romans was 
authoritative at once and would have 
retained this authority even it had never 
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been collected with others. Dr. Good- 
speed apparently fails to realize the 
vital distinction involved in the state- 
ment that “the New Testament is not an 
authorized collection of books but a 
collection of authorized books.” Col- 
lection did not bestow authority, but au- 
thority led to collection. 

But the most serious thing of all is 
the statement that while the value of 
the New Testament to the church has 
been very great, the idea of an authori- 
tative list of Christian writings “put 
fetters upon the free Christian spirit 
which could not always remain.” This 
is said of works that the church has 
always regarded as divinely inspired and 
authoritative. “Free” spirit, indeed, but 
assuredly not “Christian,” for the true 
Christian spirit rejoices in these writ- 
ings as guaranteeing liberty as distinct 
from license, and providing “fetters” 
which, because of the presence of the 
Spirit of God, are the secret of “per- 
fect freedom.” It is impossible to ac- 
cept, still less to find spiritual satisfac- 
tion in the view-of the New Testament 
here given. (University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago, $1 net.) 


ve 
Have you seen the Times book catalog ? 
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Reading the Bible Regularly 


HOSE who have found regular Bible 

reading difficult because of lack ef a 
definite plan will be greatly helped by 
the systematic daily readings outlined by 
Miss Etta Konitzky. Her plan has been 
brought to the attention of the readers 
of The Sunday School Times before, 
and last year several hundred readers 
availed themselves of her suggestion. 

One outline provides for daily read- 
ings both morning and evening. By 
following this, the whole Bible is com- 
pleted in one year; or the morning and 
evening readings may be ased separately, 
and a-two years’. course followed. 
Psalms and Proverbs and the New 
Testament are used for the evening 
readings, while the rest of the Old 
Testament is outlined for morning read- 
ings. ' Another outline provides for sin- 
gle daily readings in the New Testa- 
ment only, giving one year to the 
reading. - 

This plan is commendable for its 
simplicity and definiteness. The leaflets 
and cards giving the readings to be fol- 
lowed can be secured by sending a two- 
cent .stamp to Miss Etta Konitzky, 
Reisterstown Road, near Kate Avenue, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
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